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into Priſon, that ye may be tried ; --- Rev. 11.1 9. 


— 


Hee, 
1 0 N, 


WPrintea, and Sold by T. Coo PER, at the Globe 
I in Pater-nojter-Row. Mnyccxxxilsx, 


Price One Shilling. 


1 ws (I) v Cy 


—ͤ—ũ2—F!ͤ —ͤ—ͤ— — 


1 ——— 


. 2 —— — —— — 
—— — 


TTER 


To the Reverend 


; 
I 


* 

; FE. E. 
„ 

* 

_— 

: 

þ 


+ 


: 


» 
5 

. 
4 * 
o 


r. GEORGE W HITFFIELD. 
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Reverend SIR, 


gives me no ſmall Satisfaftion and 
Comfort to hear You preach up thoſe 
Doctrines, which are almoſt loft, and 
C2 exploded by a Great Part of tbe Clergy 
| of the Church of England. I hum- 
4 hope, that God oill be pleaſed to diſcover, 
our Preaching, to the ignorant People, their 
. and undone State by Nature; and the Neceſſity 
WFaith in Jeſus Chrijt alone for Salvation; and 
it nothing perform'd by them, while in that 
Wot, weill be acceptable to an holy God, before 
Wer paſs thro” the New Birth, or Regeneration; 
lle Tree muſt be good before the Fruit can be 
$ as our Lord ſays, Mat. 7. 17. 

& {our ſhewing them, That whatever is done by 
Creature is no Ingredient in his Tuſtification, 
We 's holly to be aſcribed to the Merits of Feſus 
”'/' alone, who bas wrought out Salvation for 
ends highly to advance the Free Grace of God 
Cbriſ, and ſhews the great Inſufficiency of the 
0 eature in the Work of bis cnn Salvation, 


Your 


* 


A LETTER to Mr. Whitefield. 


' Your ſhewing them the Arn M:ftake of thinkjy 
themſelves Members of Chrift by Baptiſm, is a pl 
Proof of your fincere Piety; for God knows, ub 
many, if not moſt of them, come to Years of Mat. 
rity, they are as much Strangers to the Wy ; 
God in their Hearts, as they were to the Fern, 
Mode of Baptiſm, when perform'd by the Pri 
upon them in their Infancy, as is too clearly dem. 
ſtrated in their Lives and Converſation, b 
How can Men, who pretend to be Maſters 
Reaſon, hold a Thing as equally contradifory nis 
as Bread and Wine, conſecrated by a Prieſt, a 
be changed into the very Body and Blood of Chiit 
T think the Parallel is juſt, for as we ſee the Brat 
is really Bread, and the Wine is really Wine oj 
the Conſecration; ſo the Creature is a natural 
ture after the Ceremony of Baptiſm is perform, 
and will be ſo, unleſs a ſuper-natural Chant WW: 
made on it; as You judiciouſly bold forth, and cmi N 
Perſon may ſee who is not blind, or in the FHH the 
Job. 3.6. That which is born of the Fleſh is Fe The 
and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit, 
Theſe Truths are recommended in the flint 
Treatiſe, and are to be found ſparkling u Mie" 
down in the pious Labours of our godly Reform 
and holy Martyrs, like ſo many Diamond: «/ 
_ greateſt Luſtre, and are the Baſes of all ſound H 
ligion both in Heart and Life; Go on, therm - 
in the Name of the Lord; for I am aſſured, M . 
have many Prayers put up for You by the Faiti|i L reat 
who know, and approve your pious Deſigns, Ine! 
qvith great Reſpett, 0 | 
| S I R, 
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ime, 
Wat / 


N 
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BY 

L 14. 
Nour Real Friend & Humble Servant. 
JoNATHAN Wart 
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Men AN being an inquiſitive Creature, 
$$ 7 * there cannot fall out any Thing very 
N ſurpriſing either in Church, or State, 
bat a Perſon, wwho has any true Love 
: or either, as ſoon as he hears it, will 
8: enguiring how ſuch a Thing came to be. 
is little Tract comes to inform you, that there 
Ware been Treo as ſurpriſing Things acted in this 
Notian, as in any One under Heaven: The One 
lle Church, and the Other in the State. 
De Firſt will ſhew you, How our godly Reformers 
gilt with Rome and Hell, to maintain the Or- 
Bodox Faith, once deliver'd to the Saints, and 
W-rc/ully handed it down to future Generations ; 
Wd how evil-minded Men have ſince given up many 
Lions Doctrines into the Enemy's Bands: Theſe 
Wings, I truſi, will hercin be made as clear as the 
un- heams. » 
De other afted in the State is, That after the 
eat Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eu- 
Pane had beaten the Common Enemy of Europe, 
4 a vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure; ſome 
| u-dejronins Men, at the Head of Aﬀairs at that 
e, gave up all into the Enemy's Hands: So 
,I think, here may be a very juſt Parallel * 
2 e- 
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betreuen thoſe Tuo. I fhall not meddle with i, ] 
latter, but wholly confine myſelf ta the former, 07 

It is ftoried of Lewis, the Eleventh of France 
that he ſaid to One of his Courtiers, He want: ougl 
nothing in this World, but One who woe whe 
plainly tell him his Faults ; int#mating, that 1: nn 
7s the moſt real Friend thet acts ſo or ſets then 
before Any one in Order to his "Amendment. I asi 
God will be pleaſed to ſucceed it with his Bliſn;, Wifi 
let me tell you, it is my Defign to ſhew the prejut | 
Clergy, and all thoſe that attend on their Minijr, i'd 
their Errors; and ] ſincerely declare, 5 ya 6% 0:7): 
Searcher of all Hearts, that I have ſaid nithin Les / 


with a Deſign to reflect on any Sound, Orth C 
Per ſons, but I declare my high Eſteem for them; an! need 
cs for theſe who are Arminians amongſt them, I ci al. 
truly ſay I love their Perſons, tho T hate their Er. 
rors ; and ſhould rejoice to hear, that this preſent ind. 
Undertaking is made, in the Hand of God, /it)r- Wis: th 


vient to ſuch 4 good Purpoſe; es to convince them 
their great Revolt. 

] bave given very large Quotations out of I). 
Edwards his Book, Intituled, The Preacher, fu 
tbeſe Reajons. | IE 
_ Firſt, Becauſe bis Works are contain'd in thr! 
Volumes, either of which are not to be had fig, 
and together hear a Price too high for mofi Peapit 
to purchaſe. And, 

Secondly, As they are ſcarce very few of ten 
are to be bad at ſecond Hand; being moſtly confuued 
to the Studies of learned Men. And, 

Thirdly, I/ in the Studies of Arminians, '% 
will not let them ſee Light, becauſe they revea! their 
Errors, and expoſe their Follies to à wer; gred 


Degree, ra 


PREFACE, ji 


Far theſe Reaſons,” I perſwade my ſelf that n» 
8 Orthodox Ne ae Aae, dhe but 10 confeſs 
with me, that what he hos. ſaid on this Subject, 
Sought not to be hid, but expoſed to the View of 
whe World; that, baneft and. underſtanding Peapli 
nay ſee wbaß has been ſaid by as great a Divine 
of the Church of England as ever wrote in Vind:- 
cation of ter Dactrines; and this I hope, will 
aſtiſʒ my good Intentions in the Publication here; 
Be/pecially as T think it my Duty, aud am fully ſatiſ- 
"ih in my Perſuit. I know, that be who. ſeads a 
Bok into the World, .cxpoſes bimſelf to every One's 
Kenſure ;. yeb F bis Aims aud. Ends are for the 
EGlry of Gad, and the Good of immortal Souls, he 
OY be concern'd what the Enemies of Truth 
Vall ſay. | 5 op 
4 We 5 fallen into à very degenerate Age, Max- 
Find arecareleſs how Things go they do but (wim, 
bo: the Old Proverb fays, they care not who ſinks: 
WI bat this.zs true in a ſpiritual. Senſe, as cell as a 
Natural One, will appear, c con ider d. May 
we not ſay by uf, Experience, that few viſit 
br Neighbours, and Acquaintance, with an hear- 
Wy Concern to convey {ome bleſſed Truths to them, 
er the Good of therr immortal Souls; they can be 
kquainted with them Years, and never drop a 
W ord that Way ; at the Confideration of which, 
15 we not all have Occaſion to bluſh, but this J 
ede as an Hint to the Profeſſors of Religion at 
Ws Day. | | 
Pere is one Thing which has given me, and, 
p doubt not, fome others great Trouble; and that 
4 To bear the Clergy call the Particular Baptiſts, 
4 Independents, and Presbiterians, Schiſimaticls, 
anictt, and Heretichs ; which if look'd into by 
a 


/ 
„ 


—— — 
— — 


iv PREFACE. 


a judicious Eye, theſe three Denominations ar: »,. 
ther to be efteem'd the Holders-up of the Church it 
England rom Ruin; as Dr. Edwards has clean t 
ſet forth, ſaying, If it had not been for ther, . 
it would have been ruin d long ago . Hou h W71:-, 
they kept it fr em Ruin, but by holding up 1 hoſe very fc ea! 


Dactrines in their printed Confeſſions , Pre. Pulp 


| h nd 
wa 
the / 


ings, and Writings, that are contained in thoſo f int 
Articles that are the moſt controverted ; vin. Or. WW 7 
ginal Sin, Free- will, Juſtification by the In. 2 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; Efficcus WF 7 : 
Grace, which is exerted by God Almighty in tie Ng: ö 
Converſion of every Sinner; and that of Eternal Ne 
Election. Now do not theſe Confeſſions ſtand d, bil, 
and jr 2 to every unprejudic d Perſon, ulo «il the 
Re the Pains to inſpect᷑ cloſely into them? Jed, 

Here I-will ſhew you what that Great Mas; NNor. 
God, for fo T miſt call him, Mr. Rogers, Chaplin Wait! 
to the Arch-biſhop 'of Canterbury in the Reign 1 he! 
King James the Firft, in his Preface to the Bui 
of Articles, dedicated to him, he ſays, that Vt 
Calvin addreſsd himſelf to Arch- Biſhop Cc. 
mer, in his Letters, /aying, That might his L. 
bours ſtand the Church of England in Stead, ! 
would not grieve him to fail over ten Seas ! 
ſuch a purpoſe. What I bring this for is to 
on, in t Eſterm that godly and wiſe Rat 
mer, and his learned Labours were ; thi 
by the Cleroy fo much diſregarded, and his Num, 
Jeldom «ſed, except in Contempt ; but Truth, nt 
Author, is always the fume; and if what ht, 
the learned Men of the Church of England af 
held was Truth, it is ſo now ; and if it «a 
what was then advanced in the Church of 15 


Preacher, Part II. Pag. 183. 
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PREFACE. v 
ind bad not a goed Foundation. To think of this 
hel muſt, ſurely, be a ſhocking Conſideration to all 
e Arminian Clergy ; who are ſapping Her Foun- 
lation. 

But 1 have here, and elſewhere proved, that 
Ver Foundation Articles are Truth; which makes me 
earneſt that theſe Truths ſhould be heard in their 
ulpits. Again I urge it, for the Lord's ſake 
ink cloſely of theſe Things, for they are of great 
Weight in my Judgment, and call for your ſerious, 
nd diligent Attention. 
I cannot let one Thing paſs, that I met with in 
at great Man's Preface, that I have but juft 
ned: And it is This, © He tells the Arch- 
Ebiſhop that the whole World is to know that 
the Church of England is not in Religion chang- 
Sed, or variable like the Moon, nor affecteth 
ENovelty, or new Leſſons; but holdeth ſted- 
faſtly and conſcientiouſly that Truth, which by 
the Martyrs and other Miniſters, in this laſt 
Are of the World has been reſtored unto this 
Kingdom, and is grounded on Gods written 
Word, the only Foundation of our Faith; and 
Peing the ſame, all Men may ſee, that we are 
Will at Unity, both among ourſelves at Home, 
Ind with our Neighbour Churches Abroad, in 
Matters of the chiefeſt Importance, and 
Wundamental Points of Religion; tho' our Ad- 
Werlaries the Papiſts, would fain beat the con- 
ry into the common People's Heads. 
Let me here make this juji Remark, That if Mr. 


was to come from Heaven among us, he 


ld fay, that the Doctrines are ſo altered now, 
8 they are quite the Reverſe to thoſe he left 
believd, and taught. 


This 
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This cloſely thought. on, One would think, f 
make the Ears of the preſent Clergy tingle. Some dia 
T have converſed with of the Clerical Order, uy 
others that conſtantly hear them ; who, when I | 
endeavoured to ſet the Articles in their juſt Li 
have urged, that neither I, nor our Teach, 
underſtand them in their true Meaning. Bu 
can we ever imagine, that a Body of ſuch Gul 
Learned, and TFudicious Divines as thoſe um 
who compiled theſe Articles, would make then vi 
fo dark, and obſcure a Manner, that Perſons endul 
with any tolerable Share of Senſe could nt tl 
how to underſtand them: No, no, They knerw ut 
enough they left them ſo plain, that he alu m 
may underſtand them; and their learned Lulu 
ſhew us clearly, that they took them in n i 
Senſe than the three Denominations of Pran 
Diſſenters juſt before mention'd do; jo that I 
they will be looked into, by them- eſpecially, as Matt 
of mighty Importance; fince they pray in their Cu 
mon Prayers, that Gcd would pleaſe to bring! 
to the Way of Truth, all ſuch as have erred, 
are deceived. But People never imagine tat 
Teachers, who are reading thoſe Prayers t0 7 
are the very Perſons ; but God knows it is 6: 0K TW7] 
let me tell you, what I know to be as true etl! 
mer; That I have converſed with ſeveral of tit 
der, who will not deny, but readily own, lla 
Dottrines are altered, and that they approves 
Alteration : Was ever ſuch Folly and Wit 
ever acted by Men, as to ſubſcribe to thoſe v, 
ticles they do not believe? Ts not this playity® 
and looſe, both with God and Man? 

I know that Mens Labours proſper nit d 
ing to the Art, and Elegancy of the Conte 


ac 
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rccording to the Divine Bl:ſſing that accompanies 
hem, Ruffinus feilt us of a Learned Philoſopher 
it the Council of Nice, who ftoutly defended his 
FT hefis againſt the greateſt Wits and Scholars there; 
na yet was at laſt fairly ranquiſh'd by a Man of no 

xtraordinary Parts, of which Conqueſt the Phi- 
W/ppher gave this candid Confeſſion: Againſt Words 
Ls he) 1 oppoſed Words; and that was ſpoken 
J overthrew by the Art of ſpeaking; but when 

Snſtead of Words, Power came out of the Speaker, 
Words could no longer withſtand Truth; nor 
Nan oppoſe the Power of God. Ole this, my 
Keck Endeavour might proſper under the like In- 
Wurnce, upon the Hearts of them that ſhall read 
is inartsfictal, but well-meant Diſcourſe. 

If it ſhould be oljected, that the Doflor uſes 
Wo much Tautology, I would have my candid Reader 
Eonfder that be uſes this as Parents do, inwarnin 
Weir Children againſt Faults they have DIET, 
tho it may not be ſo well taken by the Child 

t firſt, yet 4ohen he comes to a cloſer Thought, he 

es that it proceeds from the Love of the Parent, 

pd this cools and mollifies the Matter; jo hope, 
bu wol take it in this Light. 

Before I cleſe this Preface, I will here give you 

Paſſage I met with in the Preface of the Third 
"art of his Preacher : 

Among the Orders and Directions for Regula, 
ng the Inferiour Clergy, drawn ap by the Arch- 
Reap and Biſi ops, this was One, 

* * That the Incorrigible Arians, Pelagians or 

Free-Will Men, be ſent into me Caſtle in 

Norch Wales, or Wallingford, there to live of 

B © their 


Mr. Strypes Annals, Chap. 1”. 
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* their own Labour and Exerciſe, and noe | 
* ſuffered to reſort to them, but their Keepers, u. 
til they be found to repent of their Errors; t, 
Pelagians or Free-will Men, were the ſame th fle 
abe now call Arminians, and ſeeing the An 
* Bijhops and Biſhops moved that they might i 
F baniſhed and ſeverely uſed, we may Conclul 4 
* thence irrefragably, that” their Errors ut 
* thought to be very great and pernicious ; 2 9 
* the Arch-Biſheps and Biſhops, with the Gen. 
* lity of the Clergy, held the contrary Truth: 1 Ty 
would here make Two Reflections, One is, Nu 
there were but fero in thoſe Days. The Ot! r 1, 
If ſuch an Order was made now, I queſtion v 
ther talf the Caſtles in England ould I 17 
I ſhall go off the Stage of this Life in aπũ . 
Time, and therefore am willing to warn yu | k | 
fore I go hence: That God, of his great Miri, WMini 
would bleſs this to all that ſhall read it, is tit 
affettionate Prayer of, 


Your 
Loving Friend, Forty! 
And humble Servant, Wo be 
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A Miniſter of the Church of Eu- 
land, and One, called A Dz/- 


s 
l 


b ſenter. | | 


o 


Miniſter. 
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— Y 


ROW do Tu do? I am glad, 9 
TH that I have met You all alone | 
2 j in this Field; for I never | 
Z bad any Diſcourſe with You 
. in my Life. 

Diſſenter. Nor I with You : But ſince it has t 
fallen out fo providentially, I am glad of the Op- 4.11 
Fortunity; and that You are ſo free with me, as 11. 
to permit me to converſe with You, who are a 
Nan of Learning, and ſet in ſo great a Poſt as {i | 
po be a Shepherd over ſo large a Parith. » 
Min. I love, Freedom myſelf, and defire it in 
chers; and thexefore, I beg You will jay what 
% hove on your Mind, and J am determined to : 
Na- Lou patiently, Wt. 
DJ. I have heard, that You have read a ſmall 
Wp 'catife I wrote about half a Year ago; and that 147 | 

| | 
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Yeu ſeem'd to be againſt it at firſt, but after J 
had ſhewn vour Reſentments, You declared + 
Aſſent to ſeveral Things contained in it, 2 
ſaid, that woſt of your learned Brethren were | 
the ſame Way of Thinking with You; ſo th; 
I hope, You will be the better pleas'd to hey 
what I have further to ſay than 1 did in th; 
Trea iſe. 5 
| Min. Ev-ry Mon, who is a free-born Briton, ln 
[ an undoubied Rig ht to ſay what he pleaſes, if tf 
Truth; ond done with a good Deſign, and un |. 
Hections are caſt on the Government ; which, Ini 
confeſs, I did nt find in all that little Tra#. 
Di. Nor, I hope, ſhall You ever hear, or f 
any Thing of that Nature in we: As Peace, av ritir 
Unity are che chiefeſt Things that concern s ely 
Chriſtians, eſpecially about the great Points of es; 
| eternal Salvation; ſo that Perſon is moſt to Muides 
1 commended, who bends his Thoughts and , Min. 
[| ons to promote them both. I think, I may di 
God, the Searcher of all Hearts, to witneſs, th 
they only are the Things I intend to advance! 
this Work. I have been very converſant with! 
Writings of many godly, learned Men, who ne 


— 


once Preachers in your Church, and that are g 
drawn my Love to their pious Labours, and i ivir. 
duced in me a hearty Love to that Church; "Wt ou! 
my Sorrow riſes to a great Height, to ſec tot 
learned Works by many ſo lightly eſteemed. ingul 
Min. I am glad to hear You have fo good ani hren, 
nion of eur Divines; IT hope You will come t; onen 
gain, and remain with us. I fo va 
Diff. You may perceive, Sir, by what | Popes c 
faid, that your modern Divines, as You call id De 
do not preach the ſame Doctrine your forme! ot 
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nes did; and 1 can never jcin with You, un- 
fs they wholly caſt off the Arminian Doctrines 
reached by moſt of your Miniſters at this Day. 
Min. Would Nu have us Hipecriter, and preach 
p Calviniſtical De#rin-s, when We do not belicve 
bom to be Truths, but think them grand Errors. 
Diff. 1 fear they will be found Hypocrites, who 
o not believe thoſe Articles they ſubſcribe to; 
hich were made by Perſons entirely in Mr. Cal- 
in's Sentiments, as is abundantly made appear in 
he Works of that godly, learned, and judicious 
doctor in Divinity, John Edwards, of the Uni- 
jerſi'y of Cam! ridge; who liv'd, and dy'd a wor- 
hy Member of the Church of England ; whoſe 
Writings, I perſuade myielf, will be the moſt 
kkely to convince You, and Others of your Mi- 
bkes; for if You will not be led by your own 
Buides, I am confident You will not by mine. 
Min. I confeſs, I ſhall hear with more Patience 
Vat be ſays, than Twenty of yours ; and therefore 
Ein with what he ſrvs, and I will bear it out. 
D. He ſays thus: © * The next Thing that ! 
hear is objected againſt me is my forſaking the 
ECommin Road, ] ſtrike at thoſe Doctrines which 
F are generally received by the Majority of our 
Divincs. Arminianiſm is the Catholick Doctrine 
of our Preachers; and every Pulpit proclaims 
Ft to the World. Why therefore ſhould I be 
Vingular, and diſſent from the reſt of my Bre- 
ihren, and ſo bring the whole Poſſe of the Clergy 
pon me? Yea, why dolattempta Thing that 
þ5 {0 vain and fruitleſs? For there can be nc 
Popes of altering Men's Minde, as to the fore- 


lad Doctrines, after they have taken ſuch deep 
00t, 


* Preface to Part II. of his Preacher, p. 10, to 15 1 
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© the other is to be accounted as a By- //47-) O 


[4] 

I Anſwer, Fir, This is a very weak Way 
Arguing, or racher tis no Argument at all, for le 
the Multitude are the worſt Judges, yea, thy 0 ſi 
they be Churchmen. And therefore, never i«l| n: I. 
that the greateſt Numbers are of che other $4, WF h 
This is bringing Religion to the Poll, and try, ar 
our Faith by the Plurality of Votes. | gran ar 
that the Opinions of the Remon/trants have i WF th 
followers among us; and who would c:jc: W* or 
it ſhould be otherwiſe ? For as G viinels, t 
Truth is approved of but by a few. lic hu ve 
reſolves to eſpouſe it, muſt not be bon avin WT Re 
with the Number of the Perſons that nol ie TG fro 
Contrary; for Error is Error, let it be {uj jo d | 
by never ſo great a Multicude of Voiccs, in 
heartily glad that what I have Vritien, 15 
* pleaſing to ſome Men, yea, to a great par 1 ct, 
for there cannot be a greater Evidence 01 a .2ts 
* ſpeaking Truth, and detigning the G-ud ol 4t 

* Chriſtan World than «hs. 

« Secondly, J have the Church of Eng' and 4. 
* ſelf on my ſide, and That I always rech 
© be the Major Part, and the 3/1. I lt 
* ſhew'd in my former Diſcourſe, but mores 
the enſuing one, that the A. 21791 e, We 
© trines are thoſe which our Church aero 1s 
Articles and Homtilies, of Which our e 
© fities, and the Fa hers and Prelates of our Chad 
, and the whole Clergy once unanimoully . 
* feſs'd and maintain'd. So that the Cujecton 
* miſtaken, for this was the Common A, i 


A 


A 


© Thirdly, I ain not left alone, I do we i 
Athanaſius, encounter the whole World, 10 


nor the whole Clergy, There are ſeveral on 
F learn 
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© learned Brethren that concur with me, and more 
« fince I have publickly vindicated thoſe Truths, 
© Irejoyce to hear that what I have offered, hath 
had ſome conſiderable Influence on ſome wiſe, 
and ſober Perſons. Many, who do not openly 
* applaud my Undertaking, are convinced that 
there are great Truths contained in it, and a 
* oreat many of them. And let me be permitted 
to ſay ths, which 1 believe will be thought to be 
* very ſtrange and ſurprizing, that the favourable 
Reception which my Preacher hath met with 
from the Sober Diſſenters, is in a manner to be 
interpreted as if it were received by the Men of 
le Church of England, for thele Latter, were 
| heretofore the very ſame, as to their Judg- 
ments in the Points treated of, that the former 
are now, If they are ſince changed, let them 
think of it among themſelves; but I will loox 
upon them to be the ſame that they were before 
becauſe I'm ſure they ought to be ſo. 
' Fourthly, Whereas my Undertaking may be 
thought to be in Vain, becauſe I can hardly 
# conceive any Hopes of an Alteration, I tell 
$ thoſe Perſons who ſuggeſt this, that I do not ſee 
any Ground to deſpair even as to this Matter. 
For ſome of the ſame Men who preach'd and 
wrote in Defence of the Remonſtrant Doctrines, 
id likewiſe preach and write for Paſſive-Obes 
ence and Non-Reſiſtance, in the very Heighth 
End utmoſt Extent of them, and upon Pain of 
emnation; but many of them dropt theſe 
| Vodrines at the Revolution, and have ever ſince 
ens theſe Points, or are wholly ſilent about 
em: And conſequently we may expect that 
ey will behave themſelves ſo with relation 10 


— 


„ 
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the other Doctrines. So ſome of our Breth 
told us from the Pulpit and Preſs, that Cory: 
ral Puniſhments of che ſevereſt Nature ar: ee 
be inflicted on all thoſe that ſeparate from t Ho 
* Communion of the Church of England, in: * 
* accordingly they were not a little buſy in . 
* ſecuting their Neighbours; but we ſee ther i» #'-! 
come off (at leaſt in outward Appearance) fron 
* ſuch Notions and Practiſes, and neither the 
* Tongues nor Pens appear in that Cauſe. May: 
© not then entertain ſome Hopes that the Pult 
* will ring Changes, that the Arminian Din 
may in Time be rejected by theſe Perſons, wh 
© have not ſignalized themſelves by over -gre: 
* Conſtancy? May we not expect that, tho' i la! 
taken Root, yet it may be extirpated? Tho: 
great Part of our Church- men be not inc 
© at preſent to what I have aſſerted, yet pech 
they may be of another Mind afterwards. F. 
© I have obſerved that when the ill Impreſin 
© of Mens younger Years have been worn 
and their warmer Paſſions have abated, and?! 
* judice hath been extirpated by Time, they ci 
© to have a Kindneſs for thoſe Dottrines wil 
© before they were averſe to. Howe er, I'm fi 
* ſatisfied in my Conſcience, that I have d ſch 
my Duty: And I ſhil not decline the !” 
* ſuit which I ha e entred upon, tho' thee" 
© no Probability of turning the Tide, bv! tl 
* muſt ſtand in the Gap alone. Here 1828 
liant Champion: There are but few ſuch, I! 
in your Church now. 

Min. I believe what You fov to be trut: 
never thought «ne had ſich an One ſo late” ; 
bow long is it ince he wrote this Ti reatife * 
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Dif. It's about three and thirty Years ; but | 
et me tell You, that Things in your Church have | 

n growing worſe and worſe ever ſince, as to | | 
thoſe Doctrines. [+: 
Min. I muſt conſeſs, we are not in ſo rigid a 
Way of Thinking as they were then ; de ſee further 
lan they did in thoſe Days: Befides, our People do 
Wt now like that Doctrine; if we were ta preach it 
/ again, we ſhould ſoon ſend them all away from 
us; and what would become of us then? 
Di. 1am partly of your Mind; but I am con- 
dent, there were Thoſe at that Time who held 
* ſame Doctrines as You do now; which ma 
e caſily ſeen in Mr. Perkins's Expoſition of the 
reed; wherein he judiciouſly confutes theſe No- 
ons, as do likewiſe the learned Pemble and Whitta- 
Wer, and many Others in their Writings; which 
Nee full Proofs that theſe Points were then held 
Y ſome: They ſaw that thoſe Notions were de- 
WruCtive to the Doctrine of God's Free Grace, and 
Wconſiſtent with That of Satigfaction by Chriſt's 
Death ; and ſet up the Free Will of Man, to rob 
EElriſt of that Glory of his Grace, in turning the 
er's Will to himſelf ; or making him willing 
e Day of his Almighty Power : But now your 
Woctrine is as the White of an Egg, God look up- 
® You, and turn your Hearts into the good old 
W ay of your Fore-fathers. | | 
Mia. 1 am apt to think You mean honeſtly, bilt 
Wu are a poor ignorant Fellow I perceive ; You 
| * fain have us ruin'd by Aſſenting to thoſe old 
Wecrrines, that our People are ſo much againſt. 
D/. 1 perceive where the Shoe pinches ; You 
ie afraid of loſing the Pence, and the Favour of 
People; You regard them more than the 
_ Truth: 


18 
Truth: And I think, the fore- named Doctor ha 
drawn your Pictures with as nice a Hand as a; WW 
Man in Eugland could do; be pleaſed to ( 
what he ſays, which is: “ And, this is ſtil; 
© Reaſon, why in many parts of the World the; WE 
things are hid from the ſeemingly Wiſe an 8 « 
© Prudent. As we may plainly ſee in the Chu 
of Rome, where many excellent Truths are ſti WW 
and oppoſed, becauſe they are thought to |; Ws 17, 
© againſt their Intereſt. Popery is unreaſonall Wiſs the 
in many clear Inſtances, as, being againſt Cor. Wiſh ;;.. 
mon Senſe, and againſt plain Scripture, andy: Wi 


LEY . A wh 
for Temporal Ends it is aſſented to and com per 
© ply'd with, yea, and ſtifly maintained and vi e bau 


dicated. + Their Preachers (as Eraſmus her Do. 
* tofore complained of ſome of them) profes an! 
* teach any thing in Religion, even againſt thei 
* own Conſciences, not becauſe- they conduce i 
their Peoples Welfare and Salvation, but bt 
* cauſe they make to their own Advantage. 
This we ſee among our ſelves, many Me: 
Minds are diſpoſed, and their Judgments brit 
by thoſe Emoluments and Preferments whi 
are held out to them, and they are forward“ 
adopt ſuch Opinions as they know are attend 
* with Profits and Rewards, For there are Pre 
ers, as well as Soldiers of Fortune, as they i 
© called. There are true Swzers of the I 
pit, who always take to that fide who f 
© beſt, There are Hackney Divines that mind! 
Hire chiefly ; and we are not to think, that 


Preacher Part II, p. 59. | 
+ Quidvis dicunt, 1cribunt, ſuadent, & contra conſclentian 
bant, non ut ſaluta tem reddant gregem, ſed ut magnificam ſibi pi 
fortunam. In Eccleſiaile. 


[9] 


are concerned what Doctrine is True, and what | 
Falſe. The greedy Pluraliſt doth not take 
Care about Orthodoxy, but his Income: And his 
Curate is under the Temptation of being of the BK) 
fame Perſwaſion with him. | 
© Alas! how many are there that talk of advan- | | 
cing the Church and our moſt holy Religion, and 
yet deſign no other than the Worſhipping of 
Mammon? We may apply to our Times, what 
the Platonic Philoſopher ſaid of his; “ Merchan- 
8 dizing and Huckſftering are to be found every 
# where; and hereby Mens Underſtandings are By: 
@ perverted and blinded, and their Judgments de- | 
8 bauched. So that it is no wonder, that Unſound 
Doctrines are vigorouſly defended by ſome Per- 
ens. It is no wonder, that they employ their 
LTongues and Pens to maintain that which car- | 
ties its Recompence with it, the Favour of the | 
Great Men of their Order, Promotion and Gran- 4 
deur. The Expectation of this, or the actual | 
S Fruition of it furniſhes them with Rhetorick | 
and Logick, whets their Stile, and ſeis an Edge | 
on their Arguments. This enables them to | 
q make their Way thro' all Objections and Difh- 
Wcultles, and even to trample upon Scripture it- { 
ef. S-me of the Doctrines they maintain are | 
o inprobable, that we have Reaſon to think 
chat they believe not what they ſay, but that | 
bey are otherwiſe perſwaded than they profeſs iff 
che World: only they are reſolved to gratify [177 ml 
me Baſe Humour or Intereſt, and therefore 
ey ſtrike in with the prevailing Party for Gain 
Ind Advantage; as the Jackal hunts with the 
Lon for part of his Prey. 


DN 6 namwulae ante lite. xl parting, Max. Tyr. Dif. 26, 4 
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1 Their Friend Hudibras has hit the Point to u 
air, | 
What's Orthodox, and true Believing 
Againſt a Conſcience? A good Living. 
What makes all D:&rines plain, and clear? 
About Two hundred Pounds a Year. 
And that which was prov'd true » pak, 
Proves falſe againſt Two Hundred more; 
What makes the Breaking of all Oath? 
A holy Duty, Food, and Cloaths, 
To which I add, 
Reader, Stop here; 
And drop à Tear. 

I hope You are convinc'd, that what TI ſaid ad 
them juſt now is too true; and You ſee the D. 
has confirm'd it, Theſe Things are fo plain, 
that he that runs may read them. | 

Min. I profeſs I never heard the like from an 
of our own Order in my Life ; and I fear there 
too much Truth in what the Dr. ſays. 

Diiſſ. Jam glad that what the Dr. has ſaid ha 
brought You to ſome Confeſſion; but before! 
proceed, I will give You a ſmall Taſte of ul 
Do&rines the Dr. wou'd have all of You to preacl, 
and teach both in Publick, and Private ; as You 
may ſee in the Beginning of his Second Part if li 
Preacher, where he thus expreſſes himſelf: * *I: 
* is a Melancholy Conſideration that we ben 
the Name of Chriſtians, and yet have lit 
of True Chriſtianity : and that which mak 
* it more diſmal is, that it is our own Fault thi 
* we have ſo little. We wilfully indulge cn 
* ſelves in Evil Principles, we nouriſh Falſe Fr 
* poſitions and Maxims: we content our {ei 
with Formalities, and the Outward and Ct 

Preacher, Part II. p. 1, to 4. * moni 
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: monial part of Religion : and take little care to | 
® regulate our Lives and Manners according to the | 
ſtrict Rules and Laws which are preſcribed us 1 
in the Goſpel. So that at this day there are | 
very few that have any thing Real and Sub- 
ſtantial to ſhew for their Chriſtianity. Give me | 
leave to ſay, that if the Holy Apoſtles were 
now alive, they would not know by our Prac- 

tice and Behaviour; no, nor by our Principles 

and Doctrines, that we are Chriſtians. 

It is of theſe latter that I ſhall ſpeak at pre- 

© ſent, and it is in purſuance of my late Under- 

taking, wherein I attempted to offer to the 
publick view the Character and Office of a | 
© Preacher. I ſhew'd that it is the firſt part of 4 
his Work to ſet Men right as to their Not ion, | 
and Principles, becauſe theſe are the Ground- | 
work of all Holy and Religious Practiſe. Ac- [i 
cordingly, I preſented the Reader with a brief {i 
Enumeration of the Grand Points and Doctrines | 
Vof the Chriſtian Religicn; and more eſpecially | 
of thoſe that I obſerved to be of little Eſteem 
ich ſome of our Preachers of late. 
Now therefore, in this preſent Diſcourſe 1 
vill reſume that Subject, which is ſo neceſſary i 
to be treated of in this Age, in which a great 1 
part of Chriſtian Doctrine is transformed from 
hat it was at firſt. Many Strokes of our Di- 
Vinity are faulty, our Chriſtian Theology is cor* 
rupted and debauched, and it is the perfect Re- 
erſe of what it was in the Days of the Apoſtles; | 4 
ea, and what it was at, and after the Refor- 1 
ation. To adulterate the Coin is High Trea- 1 
on: and ſurely then to corrupt our Religion is 1 
higher Offence. And yet this, as Heinous one 4114 
= * Blac TIF 
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Black a Crime as it is, is in our Times freque. 
ly practiſed: and tis no unutual thing to Preach 


away ſome of the moſt Subſtantial Points ix 
Divinity. This being. the Caſe of ſome 'T coach. 
ers, it muſt neceſſarily follow that their Hearer 
will be perverted,” and ſo boch the one and th 
other will be eſtranged trom the Truth, and 
ſhew their defiance of thoſe Doctrines, which 
are the greateſt Props and of the Chr: 
ſtian Religion. And thus es 4 that te 


markable Prediction in 2 7 e 
will come when ti ey will not n¹ . 
trine: which Words being ſo io mp 


preſent Purpoſe, I will make 
following Diſcourſe. 

In proſecution of them, 1 en 
what were ſome of the main le 
Chriſtianity, which he Apoſtle St. Po! viget 
upon thoſe he Preached and Writ ic (for wit: 
out doubt theſe were the Sound De ve 
he here ſpeaks of) and conſequen ly | fhal 
make it appear what particular Doctr:nes 0191! 
to be preach'd by the D:ſpenſers of he Goljt. 
2. I will ſatisfy the Reader, that this Pr plc! 
of the Apoſtle hath been, and is accompline 
and that the Time is come, when ſound Die 
trine is not endured : Or, (which is ihe t 
thing) that ſome of the Apoſtolical Doi 
are generally neglected, yea, and preached 
gainſt. 3. I will enquire into the Cauſes! © 
Corruption and Miſcarriage. 4. I will be: be- 
fore the Reader the great Miſchief and Dart 
of it. And, 5ly, and Laſtly, I will crave 1" 
to tender ſuch Advice to my Brethren of ii 
Clergy as is proper to this Subject. | 


na 
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©] ſhall mention but theſe Five at preſent, 
namely, the Doctrine of Eterna] Election: that 
of Original Sin: the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs: Fuſtiſication by Faith alone: and 
# the Neceſſity of Special and Supernatural Grace, 
in Order to the doing any Spiritual Good.“ 
Now what think You of what the Dr. here ſays? 
Does it not make your Ears to tingle to ſee, and 
hear ſuch Things charged upon You with ſo much 
Truth; if You have any Senſe of your Apoſtacy, 
You will weep in Secret, and declare openly your 
tand Miſcarriages, and come, and embrace them 
Again. 
Min. Indeed, it is very ſtartling; I am a little 
Wclin'd to think there is ſome Fire, or there would 
w! be ſo much Smoak; as the Old Proverb ſays. 


Dif. You are much in the right of it; for if 


beſe Things were not of the greateſt Importance, 
+ ſhould never have taken that Pains, and run 
he Hazard of diſpleaſing ſeveral, who-I cannot 
Mit think are my Friends; but I know if any Man 
Aa true Defire of doing Good in his Day, and 
IGcneration, he muſt expoſe himſelf to every Per- 
Ius Cenfure, who ſees what he writes. | 
Mir aa not ignorant of that, but here I can- 
bi 55 Thing paſs without ſaying ſomething to 
an ws is, Lbat our. People do not reliſh that 
Ur Doctnin e Dr. mentions; and 1 told You be- 
WW”, 1} we-ere to preach it up again they would 

1,5. SENT 
LD. lam af-your Mind:; but what is that to 
WF Purpoſe? Muſt You be Men-pleaſets, and ſo 
ether oue of the greateſt Truths in the Word 
p God, only becauſe your People will no: bear 
bis Anſwer will not do when You come 
£5 beiore 


. 
p 
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before the Judge Eternal. Will he not ſay, 1/, 
there any Truth in all my holy Word more cla 
revealed? and how came Yeu to ſubſcribe 1 f 


Truth of it, when You came firſt among your b 110 
ple, as You call them? You ſaid then You heli» . 
it to be a Truth, Thus You have play d faſt, H n 
looſe both with ME, and Man? Pray think of th | * 
wich great Seriouſneſs in Time, for it is worth . 80 
of your greateſt Conſideration. 1 El 
Min. 1 believe it as well as You, but not in til ; 0 
rigid Way that You do; 1 believe, that God, fm N 
all Eternity, foreſaw who would repent, and .W; ” 


lieve his Goſpel; and thoſe he choſe to Eternal Lit, 
Diſſ. This is a Roman Cathsolick Notion; WM; i 


all ſound, and orthodox Proteſtants oppoſe it: T 
They maintain, That all God's Purpoſes mu * 


be from his own Free Grace, antecedent to th: 
doing any Thing as a Qualification for ſo g 
a Favour : And for a Proof of this, they brougi 
ſeveral plain Teſtimonies out of the holy Sci 
tures; as Rom. 11.5, 6. 2 Tim. 1. 9. which tw 
Scriptures entirely militate againſt that Expo 
tion. I could bring many more, and ſuch Arp 
ments as would utterly overthrow this Nota Wie ,. 
but my Deſign is to ſhew how the Clergy cn - 
to embrace the Arminian Doctrines, and foi 
the good old Ones of the true Church of Eg 

Min. Heu did Dr. Edwards do with bis PH 
in this Point? Did he maintain this DeftrinW. 
his Pulpit ſo lately as thirty Years ago? . 

Di. Yes, he did: He never ſtood for tit 
Liking, or Diſliking, when he had for wil 
deliver'd a Thus ſaith the Lord in bis Mord; "il 
he found it went down but with a few. I. 


here give a ſmall Sketch of what the * i 


(38-1 


"L Surely, out of humble Deference to the 
ſolute Lord and Sovereign of all, we may g 
I® this (meaning Eternal Election) to be his 
IF rogative, eſpecially when we find it fo Gen 
aſlerted in the holy Oracles. But this wil! + 
move and affect ſorne Men, ſuch as have 
and ſordid Thoughts concerning the Great 
Sovereign Being. The very mentioning of -/ 
# Ele# in one of our Sermons wou'd be a Prodigy 
to them, and the pronouncing of R-probotttr 
vould be more ſurpriſing and amazing than a 
E ſudden Thunderclap. Yea, ſome of our Freach- 
ers themſelves would hardly recover their W ::>, 
if ſuch a horrid Word ſhould paſs thro” their 
Lips. Thus the Time is come in which he found 
Didtrine which St. Paul preached, is 19 endured. 
WE hall not add any Thing more on this Head, 
Gut paſs on to the other Matter, that I chiefly 
| 22 which I mention'd before. 
I The depraving of Theological, but eſpecially 
[4 Evangelical Truths (fays the Dr.) ariſes from the 
entertaining of falſe Notions concerning Hu— 
mane Learning, and imagining that none are 
capable of the Knowledge of the Divine Truths 
but ſuch as are Learned Men. I have found 
Wit to be no unuſual Prepoſſeſſion among ſome 
Jof Academick Education, tha thoſe who arc 
ot cultivated by Arts and Sciences have no {kill 
In Divinity, and cannot judge of its DoCrines. 
They would monopolize to themſelves all Bi- 
ne Knowledge, and they look upon others as 
overrun with Ignorance and Barbariſm. But 
this is a falſe Apprehenſion, and hath done a 
great deal of Harm. 


Preacher, Part II p. 33. + Ibid. p. 65, to 67. 
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To give check to it, the All-wiſe-God dot 

* often permit Men of Learning and Skill + 
err moſt groſly in Religion, and talk like Fo! 
© and Ideo's in ſome of the chief Matters gf 
* Chriſtanity. We ſee that Men of the brigl;. WF, 


* elt Faculties, and famed for highten'ng and , : 

* Improving of them are devoid of Heaven's T 
* Wiſdom. We ſee that thoſe who are of JI. ©, 
© beral Education and are of Excellent Accon- WF. © 
pliſhments are hurried into dangerous Fro. WF. * 
* Learning fumes, like ſtrong Wine, in ther Tr 
* Heads, and makes them ſtagger and reel from * 
* the Truth, and diſturb themſelves and oben FN 
* with their Giddy Notions. It may be ſid of ” 
* them as of the Wiſe Mien of Caldeo (n 00 
* 47. 10.) that iLerr Wijdem and their Kn: WK, i 

* bath perverted them. Whether you r: na | 1, 
Antient or Modern Times, you will find tt . 
of Luther holds true, * the Church is ne bor 
more Indangered than among the Men of I ry 
and Learning. None have more deprave - mY 
* ligion and miſchicv'd the Truth than i Wi 605 
of this Character. Not that it is any real D!- Wi 85 
paragement or Prejudice to Learning it felt 10 
that ſome have abuſed it, and made it fervic- if Tre 
« able to the vileſt Errors and Deceits. But d Ty 
may moderate our Eſteem of it, and teach vv ge 
© not to overvalue our own or other Men's |» WF, | 


and Acquirements. For Satan makes uſe of i Wl qd; 

Learned as fitteſt and moſt able Inftrume! ige 
to exccute his Deſigns. Humane Leann, 
© inſtead of being a Bleſſing, ſometimes pro'e 
the greateſt Curſe. For this being abuſcd 5} 
© like the poiſoning of a Dart, which is too ap: i 


* Nunquam magis periclitatur Eccleſia quam inter Rev en nit ; 
. vil 
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* kill of it ſelf. The Serpent is now not only 
Subtile but Venomous. As Sercea ſaid of a Dice- 
player, the better he is at his Game, fo much 
the worſe is he: the Better Player, the Worſer 
Man: So here it is true that the more Skill 'd and 
Learned Men are, the more Pernicious and De- 
ſtruct ve they prove. Angels when they apoſtadize 
turn Devils: their Paris and Accompliſhments 
make them more miſchievous. And thus it is 
wich Men; the greater Gifts and Ab lities they 
are indued with, the more capable are they of 
Ruining themſelves and o.hers. 

Here then let us correct our Mliſtakes: J 
ſbeak to thoſe f the Gown eſpecially, Under- 
value not any Perſons for their Want of good 
Letters. Reverence and love Holineſs wherever 
You eſpy it, even in the pooreſt and meaneſt, 
and moſt illitera e Perſons. De convinced of this, 
that humane Learning is not ſufhicicnt to en— 
lighten Mens Minds in the Things of God, and 


— 


ner. Know that the Doctrines of the Goſpel 
and thoſe particularly that I have mentioned) 
may be underſtood without the Accompl.ſhment 
Learned Arts, and actually they are under- 


& > - 
ood by good and holy Perſons, who are not 


* * . * 
BE accompliſhed ; whilſt many, who are skil- 
{cd in all Sciences, arrive not to the true Know- 


lage of hem. Whereby the Apoſtle's Words 


| 


| 


[il deſtroy the Wijdem of the Wiſe, and will bring 
8 thing the Under/tanding of the Prudent. 
4 vere is the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? Where 
de Diſputer of this Werld? Hath not God 
e Focliſſ the Wiſdom sf this World ? Ye ſee 
| Wis your 


— 
RT 


> 
E 


o enable them to know them in a ſaving Man- 


i verity'd, 1 Cor. 1. 19, 20, Gc. Il is written, I, 


ä 
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your Calling, Brethren, how that not many I, 
Men after the Floſb are called : but God la 
choſen the Fooliſh Things of this World to conſyun; 
the Wiſe. And then the Apoſtle adjoins 7h1; ; 
the Reaſon of theſe ſtrange Dealings, v. 29, ani 

1. That no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Prejenc: 


ut that, according as it is written, He that 3. 
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* rieth, let him glory in the Lord. Here Yu 1 H 
may ſee how this Great Man ſets this in a cl: WW w 
Light, that we all ſhould keep it in its right Pla WF th 

Min. Indeed, he vas a very notable Mar, i 
moſt I have heard of ; but pray go on, and u in 
wheat are the other Cauſes of our going from cur. th: 
orthodox Dod rines, as he charges us with; fr D. 
am reſolved to hear them all out, and then o /* 
you my Thoughts on the Matter. pro 
Di. 1 will do as You deſire me: Anti WF pra 
* Cauſe of it (ſays the Dr. *) is the ill VL. 

naging of their Studies, and Contenting then 2%, 

ſelves with wrong Aims or Deſigns, and . £24 


both in ordinary Studies, and thoſe that p 
cularly relate to Divinity. If I may be pe; 
mitted to be free with ſome of my Brethren, i 
think it may be look'd upon as a Fault in fn 
* of them, that tho' the Study of Theology % 
© their main Province, yet they employ themſele 
in Diſquiſitions of a far different Nature, © 
ſuch as are impertinent, and uſeleſs to tis 
great Purpoſe. They affect Enquiries that! 
foreign to the great Points which are their f. 
* neſs. So they become Strangers to neceſi 
Things, becauſe they are occupied in thoſe i 


are unneceſſary, and ſuperfluous ; as d 


A K Py A A 


* Preacher Part II. p. 76, to 78. — Tdeo non il 
re ceſſaria, quia ſuper vacua didicerunt. Epiſt, 88. « (rea 
* * 
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* ſpeaks. On the contrary, We ſhould think 


© ourſelves concerned to follow after ſound, and 
* uſeful Learning, ſuch as may moſt avail to the 
* Good of thoſe we converſe with, and may re- 
& dound to the Honour of the Divine Majeſty. 
For even this Deſign muſt go along with us in 
the perſuing thoſe Studies, which relate only to 
Humane Arts and Sciences. To which Purpoſe 
ve have an excellent Pattern ſet us by a wor- 
& thy Man *, I carried along with me, ſaith he, 
in all my Studies this great Deſign, namely, 4 
8 improving them, and the Kniwledge acquired by 
8 them to the Honour of God's Name, and the greater 
8 Diſcovery of his Wiſdom, Power, and Truth, and 
/ tranſlated my Secular Learning into an Im- 
| provement of Divine Knowledge; and had J not 
= prattiſed this Dian in my Acqueſis of Humane 
Learning, I had concluded my Time miſpent; be- 
cauſe I ever thought it unworthy of a Man that 
bad an everlaſting Soul, to furniſh it only with 
@ /uc Learning, as either weuld dye with his Body, 
and ſo become unuſeful for his everlaſting State, 
er that in the next Moment after Death would be 
We attained without Labour or Joil in this Life. 
ro — When we apply ourſelves to the Study 
Jof Divinity, if we do not propound to ourſelves 
bure and upright nds, we ſhall miſcarry in our 
W £0quiry into thoſe divine Truths. Want of true 
Intention in theſe Sacred Studies doth often- 
umes blaſt them. Some are buſy in their 
„ Searches after divine Knowledge, but it is to ſa- 
E tisfy their curious and inquiſitive Humours. Or 
ey intend to make their Reading and Study- 
ug ſubſervient to nice Quarrels and Controver- 


2 judge Hales's Account of the Good Steward. 


1 


4 2 
Ae i —— nn — .-— -- — 


- — © ds 


[ 20 | 


ſies. They read many Authors, and devon 
many Books, that they may talk and diſpute, 
nouriſh and maintain chat Principle of Oi: 
tion hicl is in hem. Or, they deſire to knoy 
more chan others out of a Principle of = 
and Oſtentation: They know, to be kn! 
and to concilate Applauſe. Or they m ke 
Study of Di vinity ſerviceable only = their Pre- 
ferment, which is no uncommon Thing s 
this Rank of Men. Or there are ſome Ine 
Deſigns, which they are govern'd by, - 

But the right and true End; 9 Mer 
ſhould be acted in their Perſuit afier du 
Knowledge are of another Na ure. They f 0 f 
make God's Gl ry the firſt and ch ef End 
all: And next to bat they ſhould defire «know 
the Truth, that they may acquain theinc): 
with their particul. r Du ice, and that they a; 
live, and practiſe accor, ang to their Knowleu: 
Alſo that ey may be beneficial to ili. fe, wid 7 0 
are of weak Underſt and; Nngs and mean C: peer © 4 
ties; that they may edify the Church of Chr, WF. 
and ſet forward the Converſion and Saban 
of Mankind. Theſe are godly Intentions, v ih Will 
ſhould be profecuted in the Diſcha ge of che Pe W's 


ſtoral Office; the Want of which it i: 63 . th 

feared is one Root of that Defection, and * "* 

generacy in the Doctrines of Chrittianity wi! Cs. 
U „ III 


I'm complaining of. For an upr's ght, © 
well deſigning Mind is the beſt "AA 0! L 1 
Thoughts and Notions in Religion; and a! 
of Simplicity of Heart will underſtand mor 
than an Angelicꝶ or Seraphick Doctor. but 
the o:her 81 ide. the Truth is hidden from * 
Mens Eyes whoſe Aims are corrupt, and ui 
© watT antabe⸗ 
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« warrantable, ſe!fiſh, and worldly ; as we may 
remember that one of the Reaf ns aſſigned by 
; our Saviour, why the Perſons he ſpoke to did 
; no: underſtand his Doctrine, was becauſe Hey 
ſuglt their oxen Glory. John 7. 18. 

Vn. I muſt confeſs, that the Dr. and I, in 
* Hings, are alike in our Fudements; I hope 
Here are a great many Clergymen in the ſame Way 
U Thinking. 

DJ. 1 ſhould be heartily glad to ſee more, 
Band hear of them, that they acted from good 
Principles to good Ends; and then there would 
e no need to complain. 

Min. Pray go on wtth what the Dr. Jays fur 
en theſe Points; for I cannot ſay, bit that Le 
1 like a Divine as be was. 

D://. Jam glad to hear You ſay fo: For I 
hie ſo great a Veneration for him, that I love 
hear his Works commended ; if 1 think it is 
W Sincerity by One that is a judge. The Dr. 
Wc: on to ſhew more Reaſons for their forſa- 
kW; the old orthodox Doctrines; and favs, 
he next Cauſe of the Change and Corrup- 
hon that is in our Doctrines is this, that Men 
ill not be at the Pains to inform themſelves 
Wright; they will not uſe the proper Methods 
er the attaining of Divine and Heavenly Know- 
ig. For this is a Thing that ought not to be 
Woubted of, that this Knowledge mult be attain' 
Bo, in the orderly uſe of Means, and conſe— 
* we mult be induſtrious, careful and 
gent; we muſt be active and unwearied | in 


all we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, 
Preacher, Part II. p. $0, to 23. 

© Hol. 

£ 


OR 


* 


Applications relating to this End. Tier 
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© Hol. 6. 3. that is, if we purſue it with all]. 
* ligence, if we make it our Great Buſineſs. Th: 


* admirable Plato lays down ſeveral Qualifc. 
tions of a hopeful Learner or Scholar, one thy 


2 
.* 
— 


T7 


* rit 


1 
is like to improve in Underſtanding and ir: WW 7 
Knowledge; and among the reſt this is one, . 
* muſt be * a Lover of Labour; one that will : r 
very induſtrious, and ſpare no Pains. This hn 
true even in Spiritual and Divine Attainmmm lit 
* Earneſt Endeavours, Great Diligence and HDi 
* duſtry are neceſſary Conditions and Requiir: WT} 
in him who is a Diſciple and Candidate of Rel-W « | 
gion and Saving Wiſdom, and eſpecially in he 


* who is deſigned to be a Teacher of others. Mien: 
* To deſcend to ſome Particulars, there m bo. 
be a great deal of Study and Meditation to in 


rive to this. There muſt be much Thinking u om 
*. Conſidering, and Comparing one "Thing vil 
* another. We mult repreſent to our ſelves H 
* whole entire Scheme of Religion, and et it ich 
© before us, and ſurvey all the Parts of it; that «14+ 
may ſee the Conſiſtency and Harmony of then 1}; 
We mutt duly examine every Point , lt 


* anity; we mult leiſurely, calmly and inp 
* tially ponder the Arguments that relate to tht 
It ſeems it agrees not with ſome Perſons to 
their Heads about theſe Matters, and to © 


his 
me! 


dl 


em 


Wrine; 
mine and ſearch into them. And thence = 
* ſhall find that ſome who talk much ę˖²‚ che. 
* thoſe Points which I have treated of, do leut eme 
all underſtand them. Which is accordin; nd! 
© what a Learned Divine, faith, F That Wi cret 
* Qyeſtions of the greateſt Moment none e 

2 kran. De Repub. lib. 6. + Dr. Jackſon. Vol. i. 1 ne 
Chap. 50. | Neaks 
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mre peremptorily for their own, cn more uncha- 
b ritably againſt others Opintons, than ſuch as have 
haſt ſounded the fundamental Principles of True 
Divinity. And indeed, what can we look for 
E om theſe Men who have never turned their 
[ Thoughts in good Earneſt to Things of this 
; high Nature, whoſe Minds are*taken up with 
little Ceremonies, or with Secular Bufineſs, or 
E Diverſion, ſo that they leave no Room for theſe 
Things which require great Application? 
I have obſerved that tho' in the Compaſs of 
Nercral Years laſt paſt there have been Debates 
Ezmong ſome of the Divines of our Church 
bout Criticiſm, Hiſtory, Cc. and ſome leſſer 
Points relating to Divinity; yet they have ſel- 
om or never encounter'd one another about 
eſe of the greateſt Moment; but they peacea- 
W's hang together, and conteniedly fit down 
ith what ſome of their Chiefiains and Ring- 
Weaders have dictated to them, and never make 
Wt their ſerious Work to penetrate into theſe 
Watters, and to look on things on both ſides. 
his is an eaſy way that they have taken, they 
Wamely and blindly follow their Leaders, to ſave 
emſelves the libour of ſearching into the Doc- 
nes that are propounded to them. They gene- 
i receive their Sentiments about them from 
chers, and never take Pains to examine than 
Wicmſelves, They ſee that ſome Men f Note 
Learning have eſpouſed ſuch toints, and 
Wicrefore in deference to them, and havinr Mens 
een in Admiration (which St. Jude atingns 
one Cauſe of Error in the Faije Jeacleis ne 
Wieaks of, v. 16.) or that they may no! be 
1 wught to be Ignorant, they cloſe wich the ſame 


No- 
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© Notions. So Doctrines paſs from one to am, 
* ther without Enquiry, and hereby we ar + 
Danger of loſing many a ſolid Truth. If 
go on after this Rate, and are not defirors» 
* have a Thorough Inſpection of theſe Point 
and care not to ſtudy them to the Bottom, the 
will eaſily be impoſed upon, and they v il 
* tempted by thoſe that pretend to more Knoy. 
ledge than themſelves, to change the Arti, 
* of their Belief, and to barter their Ancient i! 
Original Principles for Modern Ones. Nor 
Sir, what think You of what the Dr. has aid! 
Do You not think this is Truth? Are You not fi. 
Jen into a miſerable Condition in forſaking yor 
good old Doctrines, that your godly Reforme 5 ane 
holy Martyrs left You to believe, and teach. 
Min. T told You before, that our Pecple an 
not endure il; therefore we muſt not preach, tt 
cept xe are reſolved to loſe them, and with t 
the Mammon. 

Di. Let me tell You in ſhort, I think v 
Caſe like to that of a beautiful Wolnan of 
eaſy Temper, who (after having been perſua: 
by the Solicitations of a familiar OT 
to yield to a Man's unlawful Embraces ) has lon! 
Time after had Convictions of Conſcience on tl! 
Account, and a Mind to leave off the evil Pit 
tice; but this Thought comes in, Who fal l ö 
for the Pence he us'd to give me? 1 muff be 0! 
to go on, for if I leave off, I ſhall be brois: 
Want ; and that will expoſe me to the C tem 
all that know me? Now I leave You to 1 
the Application. 

Min. You come cloſe upon me indeed; bit 1" 
ſearce bear your Compariſon : What ! do 1% © 
pare us to the ay of People? 1 
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Di. Jam perſuaded of the Truth of it; or! 
Gould never have faid it: But why do not You 
Ge ar yourſelves of theſe Things ? 
Min. I defire You io go on with what the Dr. 
M the ether Cauſes of thoſe, You, and he calls 
& Arminians for /aking the holy Dofrines of the 
mation. 
%%. I will with all my Heart: © * Again, 
us tbe Dr.) too many forget to beg of the 
Father of Lights to direct, and bleſs the La- 
Wours of their Minds, and thence we have ſo 
many Miſtakes in our Theology. They come 
Do the Study of Divinity as they do to that of 
Arts and Sciences: they think tkeir own Wit 
Band Parts will carry them out, and therefore 
Whey look not after a lupernatural Aid and Af- 
Biſtance, And this is one Reaſon why they re- 
main ignorant of the Things of the Kingdom 
Jof Heaven. But we muſt be convinced of this, 
hat unleſs we look up to God, it is in vain to 
look into Books. We muſt with inflamed De- 
res beſeech the God of all Grace that we may 
Bbc filled with the Knowledge of his Will in all 
wi/dom and ſpiritual Underſtanding ; as the Apo- 
| ſc prays for the Coleſſians, ch. I. v.g. None but 
a Soul enlighten'd from Above can judge a- 
Pont of heavenly Doctrines. None but the Spi- 
Bt can give us a clear Inſight into the Myſteries 
Religion. » 
W Wherefore it is neceflary, that with Earneſt- 
ſes and Importunity we + implore the Divine 
4 Preacher, Part IT. p. 83. | 

Non ex nobis eſt quod intelligimus. ſed ex eo qui quæ ignoicibi- 


ct intelligi. Itaq; ab eo ſperanda intelligentia eſt, qui & 
n aperu, & quirrentibus demonttrabit, & petentibus non ne- 


« Hilar, in pl. 120. | 
E 2 8 Bleſ- 
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Bleſſing in our Contemplations and Studies : 
with ardent Supplications crave the D'rec% 
of the Shirit to lead us into all Truth, and! 


enable us to think and apprehend aright conc |# 6 
ing the great Matters of Religion, and thun 
may have a diſcerning Spirit, and a ſound 1:8; 
ment in the Things of God, and that ve? 
not be perverted by falſe Principles. It i 


tain that there are ſome ill Opinions and pere. 
Notions, which, like ſome evil Daemeor:, c n. 
be diſpoſſeſs d but by Prayer and Faſting. EC 
* Beſides Diligence in Prayer, we muſt be fes 
ful to ſtudy our own Hearts. The Negles the 
this hath done us much Harm, and hach 
der'd our diſcerning the divine myſteries 0 i « + 
Goſpel. Whilſt we ranſack Libraries, wh!» Mo: 
are in ſearch after various Authors, hilt vitro: 
turn over all ſorts of Books, we forget to penn 
the Volume of our own Conſciences. 'Th's 1M&C | 
is out of Requeſt, and like an old Almanac et 

of Date; and indeed is thought by ſome to | 
Book not worth the Peruſal. But this is g 
Miſtake, and of all Books this muſt not bes 
glected by Divines and Clergymen. They u 
frequently retire into themſelves, and rite: 
examine their Minds, and be through!! © 
quainted with themſelves. Whilſt Others! 
gadding abroad, and entertain themſclves i 
foreign Objects, they ſhould dwell at Hom! 
converſe with their own Hearts, and penet 
into the ſecreteſt Receſſes of them, and th! 
one Page read more than in a hundred Au 
By knowing themſelves, they will come t0 H 
God and his juſt Dominion and Prerogat!\c,” 
their own Meaneſs and Inferiority : they!“ 


80 
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not then boggle at thoſe Doarines which I 
T have aſſerted and vindicated, 57g. the Impo- 
tency and Inability of Man's Free Will as to 
Soritual Good, the abſolute Neceſſity of Spe- 
cial Grace, and Irreſiſtible Power and Force 
Jof it, and thoſe other Evangelical Doctrines 
. which relate to this. The Study of our Hearts 

(tor I hope I may have Leave to mention it 
4. gain, notwithſtanding it pales for arrant Cant 
Vamong ſome Men) will bring us to a Free 
7 Confeſſion of all this. But becauſc there are 
few that take this Method, thence it is that 
there are ſuch frequent Miitakes about theſe 
Matters. 

FThe real and experienced Chriſtian differs 
from the ſpeculative One as the Merchant doth 
from the Chymi/t, The former hath no {kill 

Bn Furnaces, and cannot talk of the Nature of 
WW or the ordering of it according to Art, 

Het he is Rich, and hath Gold eno: gh. The 
Fre hath rare Notions of Gold, and can Diſ- 
oe with great Skill and Quaininefs about 
e managing of it, but yet the Man is poor, 
d wants what he talks of. In like Manner 
ue Practical Chriſtian may be rich in Grace, 
ongh he cannot learnedly diſcourſe of it: 
ad a Speculative Chriſtian may be truly poor 
af gh he can talk of the Spiritual Riches, 
Band of that God tried in the Fire which the 
diceans were counſell'd to buy, that they 
aht be Rich, Rev. 4. 18. Ariftotle writ of 
wc World, but his Scholar Conquer'd it. Ma- 

} Read, Talk and Write of the great Things 

q God and another World, but the practical 


4 Chri- 


* Preacher, Part II. p. 88, 89 
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Chriſtian alone may be ſaid to conquer them 
and to be Maſter of them. He Yaſtes and |; 
that God and Religion are Good, he hath : (jj. 
ritual Senſation of the intrinſick Excellency of 
Holineſs, and of the real Turpitude of all $ 
and Vice. In ſhort, he experzences thoſe Thing: 
in Religion which Others only have a Nction 
and conſequently he is the Wiſer, and more | 
Learned Man. For (as the Jew!/b Rabbin haue 


* 


A 


A 


A 


* faid well ina Proverbial Way) There 7s ns My 1 
* jo wiſe as the Maſter of Experience. This en- 
* plains, ant illuſtrates Things in a peculiar Man. n 
* ner, this makes them evident and clear. 11 

* Thoſe who are unacquainted wik WF 4 
* the Reality of Religion, thoſe who have not ur- Wl tf 


* dergone a Change in their Hearts and Live, th 
© thoſe whoſe Minds are not ſanctified by Almig)- WW, k. 
* ty Grace, are great Deſpiſers and Oppolers «! WF th 
* the Truths of the Goſpel. We find it confirmet 1 
* by daily Experience, that they who neglect” Fu 
* nouriſh a warm Senſe of Goodneſs on their Mins WF 
* are very liable to Miſtakes and Errors in Rel- e 


© gion. Their vicious Aﬀections diſtort their Rev Lif 
* ſonsand Judgments. Profaneneſs of Life dam WR * Y 
and even extinguiſhes the true Sentiment: ! Di 
* Chriſtianity. Being debauched and corrupted 1 Pre: 
* their Manners, they naturally degenerate !! + {cof 
© their Perſwaſions. ------ Can 
© It muſt needs be ſo, becauſe vicious Inch Chu 
tions and Habits are in themſelves Enemies ! . te 
divine Knowledge: They cloud and darken it nol 
* Brain, they ſully and pollute the Underſtandits k ole 
© they corrupt and debauch the rational Faculie, ey 
WICK 


they will not permit the Mind to liſten to fg 
Reale 


* Preacher, Part II p. 92, to 104. 
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© Reaſon and convictive Arguments, but they hur- 
ry k the Soul into all Diſorder, and fo ſtrangely 
**© ruffle and diſcompoſe it, that it is utterly unca- 
* © pable of receiving the divine Impreſſions of 
Truth, and of embracing the excellent Maxims 
of the Chriſtian Religion. 

And from hence we may gather how we come 
to degenerate in our Theological Principles: 
Many are bred up in a looſe Way, and know 
nothing of Seriouſneſs and Strictneſs of Life: 

They indulge themſelves in worldly Pleaſures 
and Vanities, in idle and vain Expence of Time, 
they accuſtom themſelves to the Profanation of 
the Lord's Day, to Intemperance, Idleneſs, and 

Folly, and ſhew little of God and Religion in 
E* their Converſations. And thus by their early 

' Pollutions, they make themſelves unfit for the 
Purity of divine Doctrines, and they make them- 
ſelves fit to receive any Impreſſions of Error. 
Jet me tell You, It is hard to paſs from an evil 
Life to good and ſound Notions. It is hard for 
young Man, a looſe Spark to ſtart up a ſolid 
| Divine; from a kind of a Bean to become a grave 
$ Preacher. Can we think that thoſe who have 
(ooffed at ſerious Preaching, and condemn it as 
| Canting, are fit to enter into the Miniſtry of the 
Church! or that when they are enter'd, they aye 
F. to be acquainted wich the Mind of God in 
his Word? Can we think otherwife than that 
Whoſe youthful Minds which have been corrupted 
ich the Contagion of bad Company, and have 
ck din from it ill Principles, will certainly be 
reſudic d againſt ſober and divine Truths? What 
In we expect from thoſe that have no good 
Foundation, that have not been inured to a Senſe 
q « of 


of Religion and Holineſs, but to the Contra! 
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What ſucceſsful Inſtructions can we hope f. 


from ſuch Perſons. , f 

* I will ſhut up this Particular with the Wer: 5 
of a Learned, Pious and Practical Divine, , 
is meet, ſaith he, that they who are to cir WW. 
others, ſhould be effefually converted themje'::. Wk; | 
John muft firſt eat the Book, and then Prat n 
Rev. 10. 9. The Miniſters of the Goſpel Wk 5 
firſt themſelves eat the Bock of God, «cvic) e 
indeed dene when they are net only in their Mm 
enlightened, but their Hearts are mollifed, WW N 
brought in Subjection to the Word of Chriſt. U r 
eſs Chriſt be thus learned ſpiritually and r rs 
* Drivines ſhall ſpeak of the Word of God, i 55 
* Men ſpeak of Riddles, and as Prieſts in fim * 
* Times ſaid their Mattins, when they hard h; .... 
* what they ſaid, bor 
* By this time, I hope, I have given you! the 
good Account of the Reaſons and Cafes Lie 
the Degeneracy of the preſent Times nuf 


* Principles. I have let you ſee what is the 14 Wain 
* Riſe of Mens nat enduring ſcund Doctrine. M 
have I yet finiſh'd what I deſigned. There! 
two other Springs and Sources of this MA 
* and theſe I will more largely and ainply H 
* upon than on thoſe I propounded before; l 
* cauſe I think they are the moſt General Cat 
of this Diſorder, and ſuch as univer/ally i 
. ence on thoſe who in theſe Times cannt* 
dure to hear of thoſe Goſpel Truths which 
have ſet before you. I his proceeds from ii 
_ Overvaluing of Reaſon, and their Slightin 


2 * N : ny | ' 
* Mr. Perkin's Commentary on the Epiſtle to the C. 


Chap. 1. v. 16. 0 
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| Scripture; which are the Two Heads I will in- 
ſiſt upon, and I beſeech the Divine Goodneſs to 
make them really ſerviceable to the Benefit of 
thoſe who ſhall peruſe theſe Papers. 
- © Firft, The Unſound Doctrines which I have 
had Occaſion to mention together with the 
t whole Set of Arm:in.iani/m, owe their Riſe to 
the Overvaluing of Humane Raſon. They tell us 
that it is below a Man of Senſe and Parts, (which 
hey take to be their own Character) to admit 
© of any Doctrine in Chriſtianity which is not 
© level with their Reaſon. Hence they muſt needs 
uke up falſe Notions in Divinicy, becauſe there 
are many Doctrines belonging to it which are 
above that Level. The great Cry of the Men 
E of this Age is, that the Aiminian Points ſound 
more Rational, and are more eaſy to be con- 
eceived than the other Doctrines: and therefore 
for the ſake of that which they call Reaſon, 
they change and new model the Constitution of 
be Chriſtian Religion. For they inſiſt that a Man 
muſt uſe his Reaſon, and therefore the other 
Points are not to be admitted, becauſe they claſh 
ich this. They cannot underſtand, or give an 
count of them, and thence they conclude, 
Nut there is no ſuch thing in Reality. 
hut theſe Men are to know that our Reaſon 
s not given us to quarrel with Religion, and 
Wc great Articles of Chriſtianity which are 
Wclivered in the Goſpel. * They are to know 
hat Humane Reaſon, and Nature, and Philoſo- 
* have nothing to do with theſe things, be- 
Huſe they are above thoſe. But ſeeing they 


ent propria hominum opinioncs, neq; ſe ultra divinam con- 
em humana judicia oxtendant. Hilar. de Trin. lib. 3. 
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for the proper Work of Reaſon is to check an, 
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*-are for uſing and exerciſing their Reaſon (whic, 
is a very excellent and neceſſary Employment) | 
advife them to uſe it in the governing of their ba. 
ſions, and correcting their Senſual Inclinaticg, 


c 


* ſubdue theſe. Then we act like R-a/onable Cs. 
tunes, when we live the Life of fuch Creature: 


c 


c 


4 
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not in giving way to Luſt and unruly Appetite, 
but in Self-denial, and ſubmitting ourſelves s t 
God and his Will. And by thac time they ha: Wl 
done. this, they will find themſelves diſpoſedu WW 
believe, and affert whatever God hath reveal; A 
tho' it be not adjuſted to their Natural Reaſon, 


+ 
and Ordinary Underſtanding. They will be cor i 1 
vinced of this important Truth, that hum 8 
* Reaſon is always vain and deceitful when ' »| by 
' carried beyond its proper Bounds; that is, vin We 17 
i undertahes todetermine of thoſe Things vi: Wi we 
come not under its Juriſdiction. Such are H the 
Evangelical Truths which I have diſcourſcd «We - 
* which are above the Sphere of Reaſon, and & 
* pend wholly on Divine Revelation. dot 

* In vain then do the Socihians and Rents 125 
* ftrants cry up Reaſon, when they have 0] are 


with the Articles of Revealed Religion. Ti : \ 


unwiſely mix and blend thoſe Things whi Ihen 
ſhould be kept aſunder. They imprudently is 


. F . . Jo, V 
precariouſlyargue from the ſeeming Reaſon:v = 


* neſs and Fitneſs of Things to the Truth and fe. but t 
* lity of them. They unduly meaſure and judge 11 
the Nature of God, and of his Councils acc' hy, 
ing to the Sutableneſs of them to their oe 
vate Apprehenſions and ſhallow Concetts. 1 

This is the Way of the Roman Cgtho.0 rf 
« 


they fancy ſuch and ſuch Doctrines to be i 


* | 
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1 ew to Reaſon, and to be founded on Conve- 
© nience, and then they vote thein to be True and 
Certain; as in the Point of Supreme Hyd of the 
E Church, and that of an Infa Ai ble Judge, and ſe- 
© veral other Doctrines, which they defend on the 
Account of the Equity „Fitneſs, and Reefonable- 
* neſs of them. But our Proteſtant Writers tell 
them, that theſe Things may ſeem Reatonable 
and Fitting to us, bu: this is no Argument of 
the Reality of them; 8 that which is thought 
by us mot Convenient. may not be judged ſo by 
God; and without Doubt he is the beſt Jn doe. 
And why may we not thus ſpeak like P77 /lants 
in the preſent Caſe, and tell the Friends of Sa- 
E cus and Arminius, that theſe Points which are 
| controverted between us are not to be decided 
dy Humane Reaſon, and the natural Dictates of 
Mens Minds, but by the Word of God? Sceing 
ve are ſhort-figh: ed, and cannot x enctrate into 
the Divine Secrets, it is highly unreaſonable to 
E ind Fault with them; but we ought to believe 
that there is a Reaſon fog all that God faith or 
= doth. We ought to think that all the Doctrines 
Ya well as the Precepts) which come from him 
Lare Juſt and Good. 
Nor are we to wonder that theſe Men guide 
Whemſclves by other Maxims, and vilify many 
N vangelical Truths under the Pretence and Pa- 
Erronage of Reaſon ; for this is no new Thing 
. the very ſame that was done when the great 
q ruths of Chriſtianity were firſt revealed to the 
World; when ſuch Evangelical Doctrines as 
bar came to their Fars; namely, the Vrixity 
1 Pes ſons in the God-head, the Tncarnaton of 
„%, the Unicn of the Divthe and Humane Na- 
F 2 © ture, 
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ture, the Redemption and Recovery of Mani, | b 


the Blood of Chriſt, the Reſurrection of the i 
Body, the great Diſcoveries concerning ant Wi 
Moi ld, &c. the profound Sages among the n 
tiles unanimouſly agreed to oppoſe them, e 
cry them down as Doctrines utterly repugn WW |; 
to Reaſon, and contrary to the received Noticn Wi /; 
of Mankind. Hence it was that when St. P 
diſputed with the Philoſophers at Athens, he vu 
laugh'd at as a vain Babler, and a Man of un. WW 
reaſonable and abſurd Principles. His mi WE he 
powerful Logic could not move thoſe Riff f. 
tionaliſis; and when he darted in among then 1 
the moſt redundant Light, they were till in hin 
Dark: And pardon me, if I ſay that the wn EM 
Owls of Athens were not half fo dim-ſighted «x MM his 
the Philoſophers there. Yet without Doubt ot 
* Athemans, who were the Flower of all Gre, in 
* not only thought themſelves incomparably WF io 
wiſeſt Men in the World, ----- but really of 
Men were the moſt knowing Perſons in the he fuft 
then Worid. Du 
© What was the Reaſon? This moſt certain 


that the Knowledge of theſe Things was no h. 


treated of are accounted Fooliſhneſs, and are cc 
* demn'd as Non-ſenſe by thoſe that doat uf 
mere Philoſophical Principles, and deity Neat 


be had by Natural Light, could not be learnt "Wi © / 


the School of Nature. Theſe Men of Philoſoch 
ſorght after Wiſdom, as the Apoſtle faith 1 
1. 232 — 

And fo it is now, the Doctrines which I hut 


Theſe Men look thro' falſe Gluſſes, and hit 1 
deceitful Repreſentations of Things; inc) "il 
nothing aright that relates to theſe Dodd 


. auſe 
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4 becauſe they proceed upon meer natural Max- 
ms, and uſe ſuch Arguings as are corrupt and 
ſenſual. This is the perpetual Fault of thoſe a- 
mong us who addict themſelves to the Opinions 
of Socinus and Armin; with reference to which 
utter the Learned and Judicious Biſhop Sander- 
n would have us take Notice of, The Plauſi- 
F bleneſs of Arminianiſm, and the Congrutty it hath 
in ſunary Points with the Principles of Corrupt 
Nature, and of Carnai Reaſon. For it is, ſaith 
he, a wonderful Tickling to Fleſh and Blood to 
have the Powers of Nature magnified, and to hear 
$ itſelf flatter'd, as if ſhe carried the greateſt Stroke 
in the Work of Salvation. This is that excellent 
Man's Judgment concerning Arminiani/m, in 
his Pax Eccleſiæ, publiſhed with his Life, and 
other Pieces by Mr. Iſaac Walton. If the Di- 
ine of our Age would vouchſafe (as they ought) 
oo conſider what this Great and Famous Father 
Wot our Church here ſuggeſts, they would not 
ſuffer corrupt Reaſon to pervade and poiſon their 
E Divinity; they would not throw off the Doc- 
Wtrines of the Goſpel, becauſe they canno. ſec the 
Philoſophy of them. 
As to the Obſcurity and Difficulty which at- 
end ſome of theſe divine Doctrines, this thould 
not encline us in the leaſt to disbelieve and diſ- 
own them. It was rightly ſaid by that Learned 
Author, whom I have had Occaſion often wo 
Wncniion, that * It is not neceſſary we ſhould a- 
W ate the Strength and Vigour of our Aſſent 10 ge- 
Principles, for want of ſaving footing in 
% Difficulties. And the Reaſon is plain, for 
ue muſt reject a Principle or Doctrine, be- 


| | Dr, Jackſon. Vol. 1. B. 5. Ch. 50. ject 


Ruſe of ſome Difficulty in it, then we muſt re- 
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jet moſt of the great Truths of the Goſpel. 1 
ve not read that Chriſtianity, and its 1. 
ticles are filed the Myſteries of God ineſi? } 
how can they bea Miſtery, if there be nothin 
obſcure and difficult in them, if all be pln 
eaſy, and natural? Where is the Myftery k. 
Which evidently ſnhevs that thoſe of our Chir 
who eſpouſe the Opinions of the Nene ben 
becauſe they ſay they are ſmooth and facile, 
fitted to our common Reaſon, do not the 
ſtand the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion; 
not conſider that there are Myſteries and i 
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ſtruſities in it, and that we ought not e. 
Account of theſe, to think hardly of the Arts Wi 
cles of Religion. aro 


* Nay, let me ſay, we ought to eſteem, 8"* 
prize the Chriſtian Religion becavſe it has gra ſhe 


- Difficulties, becauſe it ſurmounts our daun We 


Reaſonings, and goes ſo much againſt the Grain. 
look upon this as a great Argument of the Trut 

of theſe Doctrines. If they were not as to (ont 
Things abſtruſe and incomprehenſible ( = 
heavenly Things are) we might fuſpet i 
they were from Men, and not from Gd. 

then, that which our Adverſaries object a94'! 
our Doctriues, is ſo far from diſparaging then 
that it highly commends them. We may then 
argue that they came from God, and are nod 
humane Invention, 
* Here then let us underſtand our ſelves, ! 300 
ſee plainly what is the Cauſe of Mens car 
againſt the Truths and Doctrines which lin 
advanced. It has its Rife from the Weakneſ !! 

Narrowneſs of Mens Minds, which are vi! 


meaſure the moſt H igh by their own ſcant! i 
« (of 
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KR ontracted Proportions. Thoſe that indulge 
Khemſelves in this Folly, will think all the Ar- 
Wicles of Chriſtianity harſh and unreaſonable, 
Yad at laſt they will admit of nothing in Reli- 
on, but what is according to the Model of 
Whcir own vain Reaſonings. It concerns us then 
Wo take Care of our ſelves betimes, and to check 
his Folly, which 1s ſo diſcernable in this Age, 
Rand is grown into Repute. It is now eſteemed 
gęreat Specimen of Wit to raiſe Cavils and Scru- 
les about theſe Doctrines which I have been 
eating of; and he is thought by ſome the Beſt 
ED:vine, and the acuteſt Preacher that is able to 
Earoue, and reaſon nicely againſt them. Propound 
Wnc of theſe Points to them, and preſently 
Whey try to underſtand the Philoſophy of it ; 
ey examine whether it be exactly adjuſted to 
Wie Laws of Reaſon. If they find it will not 
are this Touchſtone, they forthwith reject 
W: 25 falſe and adulterate, -------- 
At preſent I will only take Notice that here- 
By they let the World underſtand that they are 
ehh * conceited of their own Opinions and 
Wudgments, of their own Parts and Abilities, 
d theſe they call Regſon. 
lin. I muſt needs ſay this Dr. talks as pro- 
00 as any Learned Divine I ever read in my 
Lie. Pray go on with what he ſuys of the 
4 Reaſons of our Clergy's falling from the gecd 
Dactrines of the Reformation, 4s He, and You 
W em ſo often. 


\ contumeliam Ceœleſtium Verborum pro excuſatione habetu- 
u proumpunt, dicentes in his nihil rationale, uthil elle per- 
5. nts ea quæ a ſe dicuntur, ſo!1 eſſe cradita, & Jdotrinz 
=O expolita. Hilar. in Pfal. 118. 
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Dif}. J will go on with all my Heart, but n 


muſt not be angry with me if I am ſomewhat h 
for when I begin, I know not how to leave of l. 
ſo excellent. The next Spring of the Miſcarrix 
* I have been blaming, (/ the Dr.) is the Si 
ng, and Undervaluing of Scripture. I here n 
thoſe who reproach Revelation to defend Be 
ſon; to make themſelves Arminians, they n 
forc'd to renounce the plaineſt Texts in the 
One would almolt gueſs from ſome of (ler 
© Sermons that they are of that Cardinal's Min 
who thus adviſed One who had been reading, a 
* ſtudying the Epiſtle to the Romans; Lay aj, 
* ſaith he, /beſe Tr:fles, theſe Focleries, for tial 
not become a grave Man, We have ſome of ch 
Gravity amongſt us, we have thoſe that hw 
very mean Thoughts of this Apoſtle's Epili 
and from their deſpiſing the Doctrines conta 
in them we can't but infer; without Breach 
Charity, that they look upon thoſe Writing 
very trivial Things. Tho' among the Apolis 
* St. Paul was more enlightned, and had great 
* Diſcoveries made to him than all the rei, wn 
* behold! he is more deſpiſed, and neglected tu 
them all. Even thoſe who pretend to be ga 
* Admirers of Reveal'd Religion, have the 1a 
© Regard to this Great Man of Revelations. 1 
Chief and Higheſt of the Inſpired Apoſtle: 
© the loweſt and meaneſt with them. Of alli 
* Epiſtles, his are moſt lighted and diſeſteems 
There we read, that there is a ſpiritual Con 
gion conveyed o us from our frſt Parenls“ 
this is diſbel eved, and laugh'd at by cu 
There we find hat Chriſt's Righteouſne 
made vurs by Imputation, but this will no 
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Aſſent among ſome Men. There we are tolo 
What there is a ſpecial: Grace vouchſafed to ſon g. 
which is denied to others, but this will no: be 
Wimitted of. There we are informed that Ju- 
Wification is hy Faith alone, but believe it who 
ill; ſome of our Divines refuſe to receive an / 
Wuch Doctrine. There we are plainly inſtructed 
| bout the Nature of Eternal Election ; but this 
Ws: abſolutely denied, and all the Texts that the 
poſtle hath left to eſtebliſh and confirm it, are 
Wcorn'd and vilify'd. ------ 
et certainly, as they are Revealed Truths, 
Whey call for our Belief, for we are obliged to 
Waſent to whatever God hath revealed, becauſe 
Wt was revealed in order to our believing it. This 
Was the very Deſign of penning the ſacred Wri- 
Wings, and particularly of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, 
ich latter are very much deſpiſed of Late. 
=: ould have been never the leſs Diſciples of 
brit, faith Mr. Le Clerc+, if any of theſe Epiſtles 
Wd been lot. And another tells us, that 4 rhe 
Dorines of the Chriſtian Faith are not to be 
abt for in my Epiſtles ; for they were not 
nt deſignedly, but occafionally only, and by the 
Nye; which is the very way of diſparaging the 
W-piſtles of the Apoſtles that ¶Bellarmine uſes : 
chat hence we may ſee from whom our late 
ers borrow their Methods of vilifying the 
ile, But the true Reaſon of this Practice is 
Neauſe there are ſome Doctrines in theſe Epiſ- 
Nes which they have no good Opinion of; yea, 


Wreacher,! Part II. p. 104, tog. 106. * Annot. in 1 Cor. 5.9. 
Ir. Lock's Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity. t De Verbo non 
%. Lib. 4. c. 10. | 
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are confuting them, we think (and we thi 
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Matter) between Papiſis and fome Proteſt! 


courag'd from making uſe of them, and thats 
* Preacher, Part II. p. 107. Þ Ibid: p. 109, te 113. ; 
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which they oppoſe and contradict ; and fu 
are theſe Doctrines that J have ſpoken of..... 
* The Riſe of Popery (/s the Dr. 
from this very Thing, their neglecting the do 
tures, and forbidding the reading of them, 4 
this is the Origin of the preſent Errors which 
liſh of Popery. Men frame Notions out of th; 
own Imaginations and Reaſonings, without ©. 
ſulting the Infpired Writings. And if thi; 
blameable in Papr/ts, can it be commendable: 
Proteſtants? We make a great deal of Work ut 
the Romaniſts for their denying the Scripture 
to be the ſole Rule of Faith, and we very vn 
roufly attack them on this Account. Whenn: 


Sn” 2 


— 2 © 


| 
8 
; 
| 
5 
| 


rightly ) that we baffle their Doctrine of Tr: 
41191, by ſhewing that the Bible was given ui 
be the only Standard of Belief. Now what J. 
dition, is with the Papiſts, that Reaſon is wil 
ſome Proteſtants. The former believe mw 
Doctrines, though inconſiſtent with Scriptur, 
for the ſake of Yradition ; the latter embric 
other Doctrines (as repugnant to the Scrp 
tures as thoſe) for the fake of Reaſon. But bog 
of them muſt needs hold that Scripture 1s n 
perfect Rule of Faith, for we ſee that one 20" 
Tradition, and the other Human Reaſon to! 
How little Difference then is there (as to tl! 


Again, there are thoſe who uſe their: 
moſt Skill and Art to obſcure and perplex thit 
Texts of Scripture which relate to the Matte! 
I have treated of; that thereby we may be di 
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may be forced to ſubmit to the Standard of Hu- 
mane Reaſon. As theſe Points have ſome Difff- 
culty in themſelves, fo they are made much more 
ſo by Mens wilfully entangling them. They 
ſtart Objections and Cavils about the Interpre- 
_ of the Words, to beat us off from the 
plain Senſe contained in them. Their Ain 
to amaze and puzzle us, that by that Means we 
may be diſſatisfied, and no longer make uſe of 
S thoſe Texts for our Purpoſe. But we mult not 
be catch'd thus, we muſt remember that we deal 
W with Perſons that have a Deſign upon us, and 
ve are to fix this upon our Minds that the Truths 
Wot the Scripture, tho' obſcure, ought to be eni- 
braced by wiſe and underſtanding Men before 
che ſeeming Clearneſs and Plainneſs of Humane 
Opinions and Aſſertions. -- The Scripture is 
the Voice of God himſelf; if we attentively and 
arrefully liſten to it, we ſhall hear it interpret 
Witſelf. The only Rule of Faith is the beſt Rule 
Wot Interpretation. This will certainly lead us to 
% true and genuine Senſe, and confirm us in 
Wt, if our Minds be not corrupted with Prejudice 
| nd Prepoſſeſſion ; for looking thro' ſo deceit- 
| $ an Optic as this, we ſhall read the Text o- 
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herwiſe than it is. This is frequently done by 
e Perſons I am ſpeaking of, they bring the 
Reriptures to them, and do not go to the Scrip- 
res. They are of Socrinus's Mind and Reſolu— 
| wv who profeſs'd that * tho" the Satisfaction 
brit were exprefly mentioned in the Bible, yet 
W* would not believe it. So tho' the Imputation 
% Righteouſneſs, Juſtiſication by Faith 
1 fore, Original Sin, the Eternal Decrees be plain- 
de Chiiflo Servat Pars 1. cap* 6. 
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ly taught in the New Teſtament, they refuſe, 
give their Aſſent to theſe Doctrines. Let i, 

Goſpel Writings be never ſo expreſs in 4, 

Points, yet becauſe they do not comport ii 

| * the Principles and Notions which they her 1 
0 


0 * taken up, they give no Credit to them. þ 
f * now, if we apply ourſelves to Scripture fi 

and firmly reſolve to adhere to that, and the 

* regu'ate our Notions by what we find ih 
J * we ſhall act otherwiſe. Here therefore we nu 
1 © be very careful; when we ſtudy the Scripui {8 * 
| and ſearch into the Meaning of them, wen * 
mind what God himſelf faith, and not wha fy * 

Fancy dictates. We muſt look for the v8 ** 
from the Words, and not impoſe one upon tie 
We mult bring back the Meaning from il th 
Text, rather than carry one to it. In hd 
* We muſt not dare to deny that ſuch and ſu 5 th 


* Doctrines are contain'd in Scripture, becauſe Bu 
* Reaſons boggle at them; but we ſhould eh rel 
* own them to be (as certainly they are) in! F of 
ture, and then ſubmit our Reaſons to then the 

* But there is a Generation of Men that" 4 the 
not admit of this, and therefore tho' they 8 .* 
to pay a Reverence to Scripture, and prete Wh * 
© be determined by it, yet they do what the; WF .* fl 
to evade it. We may ſay of theſe Mi 1 t 
Solomon of the firſt Generation of Men N 
World, They have ſought out many Inn of 
* They are forced to mgke uſe of their Wit 4 A 
find Ways how to rid themſelves of thoſe 4 *f 
* which preſs ſo hard upon them ; and the\ on 


Optimus Lector eſt qui digorum intelligentiam expeal : Myfl 
dictis potiùs quam Imponat, & retulerit magis quam attulerit. Unde 
ge Trin. lib. 1. 1 
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| which they cannot untie, they boldly cut aſun- 
der. They ſet the Bible on the Rack, and do 
violence to the Words and Expreſſions of it by 
Jaccommodating them to their own conceiv'd 
E Notions. But let them ſhew the Subtilty of 
E their Wit in any Thing rather than in wreſting 
| and perverting the Word of God. And they 
ate to be reminded of this that Tricks and 
Fvaſions and Sophiſtry cannot hold out againſt 
the Force of Holy Scripture, Divine Reaſon, 
nd the Senſe and Experience of Good Men. 
But ſo it is, tho' we often acquaint them with 
W this, yet they are continually on their Guard, 
W to defend themſelves againſt the Aſſaults of 
Truth. And by being ſo often upon Service, 
W they come to be expert in War, they are al- 
W waysappointed and provided, and they handle 
W their Weapons with great Art and Cunning. 
hut if they would be Free and Ingenuous, and 
reſolve to ſubmit to the Truth and Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, we ſhall ſoon fee them lay down 
their Arms; For there would be no need of 
them, | 
And briefly, If they would peruſe the Bible 
with a ſincere and unfeigned Deſire to find the 
Truth; if they would be perſwaded that this 
bs the only Canon of the Chriſtian Faith; if 
they would look upon the Writings of the 
& Goſpel as the Will and Teſtament of Chriſt, 
and lay aſide the Codicils and Supplements of 
Mens Invention; and laſtly, If they would be 
convinced that this gives the Bible the Difference 
from all other Writings, that it contains in it 
$ Myſteries to be believed, which are above our 
Underſtandings, they would ſoon change their 
* Senti- 
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* Sentiments about the Doctrines above mention. 
* ed, and they would come over to us with grey 
* Willingneſs. But the Reaſon why they differ, 
from theſe Articles is becauſe they do not value 
the Scriptures ; they frame a falſe Idea of thei 
Great Points, becauſe they do not ſufficient; 
# 2 and eſteem this Book. And thus yo 
* have ſeen. what are the ſeveral Cauſes of the 
* Degeneracy of Mens Prigciples in this preſen 
Age. I have largely ſhew'd whence theſe (Co. 
* ruptions in our Religion have had their Ric. 
and whence it is that they have gain'd ſo much 
* Ground. 

Min, Jam ſo much aſhamed to hear what he ſy; 
that my Ears are ready to tingle; He comes fac, 
that I never heard the like; and then all this bein; 

aid by one of our Divines makes it the more flat. 

ling: Had it been one of your Teachers, we cu 
have told our People, that be was a Fanatic 
Preacher , and then all would have blown over i: 
a Moment. 

Di. 1 believe that to be as true as any Thing, 
but this Shuffling will not do another Day; when 
You are called to God's Judgment-Seat, wht 
Anſwer will You then give to him? _ 

Min. Pray go on with more D.ſcoveries of fi 
grand Deſection as You, and He call it; I prin 
fed that I 1054/7 hear it out. | 

Di. Be pleaſed to take what he ſays, which 
js: * am now in the fourth Place to ſet be. 
* fore You the Danger and Miſchief of this He. 
generacy, of this not enduring found Dol 
The Apoſtle's Words are remarkable, 2 U, 
* 4. 3. JJ our Goſpel is hid, it is hid to them tl 


Preacher, Part II p. 113. to 117. 4 
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« are oft. Which is as much as if he had ſaid, 


* The Concealing, and much more the Renoun- 
eing of the Chriſtian Doctrine, or any part of 
© it, infers the Loſs of Mens Souls. I do not now 
© ſpeak of the DefeQion or Error, which pro- 
© ceeds from Ignorance and Miſtake, or Weakneſs 
© of the Underſtanding ; but J ſpeak of ſuch Er- 
tors relating to the Goſpel as proceed from the 
Depravity of the Will and Affections, ſuch' as 
are guilty of thefe are pronounced Loft by the 
| Apoltle; they are in a State of Perdition. And 
in another Place we hear ſuch ſevere Language 
as this; Tho We, or an Angel from Heaven, 
© preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which 
ue have preached unto-you, let him be Accurſed, 
Cal. 1. 8. This is not like the Cur/es and Aua. 
bema's of the Church of Rowe, which the thun- 
ders out againſt all that embrace not the Arti- 
cles of the Council of Trent, for theſe will do 
us no Harm. But the Curſe here denounced by 
Mhe Apoſtle will ſtick faſt on thoſe on whom 
mt lights, becauſe they deferve it for preaching 
ther Goſpel ; and (as it is explained v. 7. ) 
Aa. the Goſpel of Chriſt, Thus we ſee 
Wow pernicious and dangercus this is with Re- 
ect to Ourſelves. 
ld is ſo with Reſpect to Others, and even to 
Religion itſelf : For, 1. It viſibly promoꝛes 
Weepriciſme. 2. It advances the Cauſe of the 
. 3. It conduces to [yreligion and Athe- 
WW. 4. It tends to a Diſſolute, and Wicked 
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%, Nothing can be more apparent than 
chat the 1 which I have been 
oſters Sceptici/m ; and that 

* both 
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© both in the Learned and others. When the | 
former obſerve that not only Phyloſophical & 
tems and Theories, which have prevail'd a co. iſ 
ſiderable Time, at laſt wear off, and are lil We 
aſide as mere Fictions, and New Hypothels WF 
mount the Stage, but that Theologrcal Doctrine , 
and Articles, which came down to us from ti: Wi 
Apoſtles, and have been received a long tine 
the Church, are at Length thrown off, andr- Wie | 
diculed as idle and vain Chimera's, doth w 4 
this tempt them to turn Scepricks in Religin, voi 
well as Phyloſophy? doth not this diffettle ther 
Notions, and ſtagger their Belief concerning 
Divine Matters. 

And when others obſerve the Carriage of it 
Preachers and Divines of this Age, that the 
vary from the Doctrines of their Predeceſſa 
that they change their Articles as faſt as other 
© (and themſelves too) do their Faſhions; th 
* What was Good Divinity at the Reforma 
© and afterwards, hath not been thought tobe! 
for above theſe Forty Years; that thoſe of f 
* Gown are as giddy and wavering as any 0! 
Men; that Churchmen play faſt and looſe i 
* Religion; that they are juſtly chargeable v! 
* Inconſtancy and Levity; when this, I fy 
* obſerv'd, may we not ſurmiſe the Sc 
Humour and Genius of theſe Times is nourWt 
© and upheld by it? Doth not this Alteril 
which is made in our Principles, move Me 
think that Opinion bears Sway in Relig 
* well as in other Things, that our Belief de 
upon the Impreſſions made on us by Educiy 
* by Prejudice, by Authority, and the likes: 
that Imagination and Cuſtom are the Mw 
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of Truth and Error? Thus it is as clear and 
£ bright as a Sun-beam, that ſome among us by 
nt enduring ſound Doctrine, but changing it for 
£ that which 1s of a different Nature, have pro- 
moted Scepticiſin and Indifferency in Religion in 
B thoſe who have taken Notice of their Behaviour. 
And how dangerous theſe are, may be gather'd 
from this, that they are the Fore-runners of 
8 4poftacy, for Scepticiſm and this differ as a Palſy 
ind a Lethargy, in Degrees only, but they have 
the ſame Cauſe. 
W © Secondly, In Others it hath begot and encou- 
E raged De;/m. I ſay Deiſin, which is the Great 
ud Common Evil that in the Pulpits and in the 
Pre, and in the Diſcourſes of the Clergy is cried 
out againſt, and that moſt juſtly. But it is a very 
{ad Reflection to dwell upon, that ſome of theſe 
re the Perſons who promote and advance this 
eil. For what is Deiſin but holding the Exi- 
ſtence of a Deity, and owning a Natural Reli- 
ion, but rejecting all Revelation? And conſe- 
Wquently it appears that we have been gratifying 
the Deiſts, and even taking their Part, whilſt 
de have been Writing and Preaching againſt 
dem. We have condemned them for their over- 
Waluing of Natural Religion, and deſpiſing that 
Which is Reveal d; but at the ſame Time we 
Wave let them ſee what a mean Eſteem we have 
r the latter, in our renouncing of thoſe Doc- 
nes and Principles of Chriſtianity which de- 
end wholly upon that Revelation which we have 
n the Writings of the New Teſtament. '' Mean- 
| thoſe Doctrines I have mention'd before. 
*What think you? are we not like to atchicve 
Preacher, Part II. p- 122, to 127. 
H great 
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great Things againſt the Dez/fs in our Pulpin 
and in our printed Declamations againſt them, 
when we make ſuch Proficiency in D/ our 
ſelves? Let us not deceive and flatter our (ele: 
God ſees us, and the World too, and our own 
Conſciences. What rank Nonſenſe is it to aller 
and defend Divine Revelation, and yet to dil. 
own thoſe very Doctrines which, are, founded 
on it? What a Contradiction is it to pen Dil. 
« courſes and preach Sermons againſt thoſe that 
deny Revelation, and yet to oppofe the Revealed 
Truths of the Bible? This is the ſtrangeſt ly. 
fatuation imaginable, to maul the Dez/ts in die- 
ry Sermon and Print, and yet to ſcorn Din 
* Revelaticn our felves. Or, would we have the 


Deiſis ſhew a Reverence to the Scriptures and g 


Inſtituted Religion, when. we refuſe to o i: 
our ſelves? For ſhame, either let us forbear 
* rallying upon the Dez/ts, or let us believe and 
© profeſs the Principles and Doctrines which D. 
vine Revelation hath imparted to us, tho' wt 
cannot give a Philoſophical Account of them. 

God hath revealed Himſelf and his Willto 
Jus in his Word, and eſpecially we have the lu. 
* fallible Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoltie 
to direct us into the Truth, and ſhall we not & 
guided and directed by them? It is revealed i 
the Divine Oracles that ſome are choſen out d 
the reſt of Mankind to partake of Grace ail 
Glory; and ſhall we refuſe to give aſſent to! 
It is revealed that all Men are born in Sin, u 
© are by Nature Children of Wrath; apd {ub 
© not this be received by us as an undeniid 
Truth? It is a Part of our revealed Relig® 
* that Faith is the ſole Inſtryment of our h 
| 4 « cation; 
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þ cation: and can we alledge any Pretence of 
$ Jiſhelieving it? We have it diſcovered and con- 
firmed to us by Revelation that it is not our 
perſonal, but an Imputed Righteouſneſs that 
Þ conſtitutes us Righteous in the Eſteem of Hea- 
ven; and can we think our ſelves obliged to be- 
Þ lieve it or not? There is ſufficient Evidence from 
the Scriptures that ſupernatural Strength is re- 
E quired to Converſion ; and can we then excuſe 
our ſelves from giving Credit to this Truth? No 

certainly. 
If we eſpecially, who are Divines, thall act 
other wiſe, we ſhall be found to be Diſſemblers 
and Deceivers, and we ſhall fink our own Credit, 
Jas well as that of the Chriſtian Religion. We 
E ſhall turn moral Philoſophers, inſtead of Evan- 
| gelical Preachers; and nothing but Natural Reli- 
Lon will go down with us. We ſhall go no fur- 
ber than the Heathen Ethick will permit us, 
and it is to be fear'd that the next Age will ſcarce- 
ly tell what Chriſtianity is. You ſee then there 
was Reaſon to enlarge upon this Head, that I 
might fully repreſent unto you the Danger of 
revolting from any of the Principles of Chri/tia- 
ih. This is that which hath half ruined us; 
and if it proceeds, will perfectly undo us. ------ 
| © Thirdly then, It is to be feared that the Change 
of our Principles will be inſtrumental to the In- 
roducing of [religion and Atheiſm. For what 
will Men be apt to think when they ſee the grgat | 
Fonts of Chri/tianity alter'd? When they take 1 
Notice that Juſtification by Faith alone was a J 
ound Doctrine at the Reformation, and a long | 0 
Time after that, but is not ſo now? That Eier- 
nal Election, without the Conſideration of Faith | 
H 2 * or , 
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or Works, was reckon'd an Apoſtolical Try; 


heretofore, but is now laid aſide; and that ty N 
reſt of the Doctrines above- ſpecify' d were n. D, 
ceiv'd by all the Divines of the Church cf FE». | 
land, but are preached and written againſſ m by 
ſome of them now? I ask You ſeriouſly, wh Wi 4 
think You will be the Reſult of this? Are Yu WM 77: 
not ſenſible that by this ſhameful Defection the . 
Name of God and Religion will bediſhonour'd, and the 
Religion will be thought to hang upon the Time, WF : 

and to be a precarious and mutable Thing WM... 
It we change our Doctrines in the Time to cone Wl po 
proportionably to the Change we have made in I 
ſo ſhort a Time already, we ſhall ſoon caſhic WW. 
all our Religion, and turn Chriſtianity out dt pre 
Doors. And who will pay Reſpect to our Ref. WW; 
gion, when they ſee that ſome of the Preacher: WG 
of this Age are the great Inſtruments in this C:- WW, 
taſtrophe, and therein forget the Deſign of ther . 
Miniſtry, diſregard the Intereſt and Honour d= 
Chri/{:anity, diſparage their High Calling d 


Profeſſion, betray the Truth, prevaricate wit 
the Goſpel, and give Men Occaſion to ſuſpec 
that whilſt they caſt off theſe Articles of Rl 
gion, their real Intention is to reject all of that 
Name? Thus Infidelityand Athetſm are promoted 
And fo Fourthly is Difſolute Living: F 
what ſhakes the very Foundations of the Chr 
tian Faith, and undermines the Ground-work®l 
Chrijtianity (as the Doctrines oppoſite to that 
which have been vindicated, certainly do) mut 
needs corrupt our Morals. ----- Not that 1 would 
ſuggeſt that Every One muſt be charged with 
vicious Life, if he diflents from theſe Doctrine 


for I am ſenfible that Men do not live and ad 
g 


83-1 


according to their Principles ; and ſometimes 

even good Principles are not efficacious on the 
practice of thoſe that entertain them. But gene- 
rally it is otherwiſe; and the Notions and Sen- 
| timents in Divinity which Perſons are furniſhed 
with, do operate on their Lives and Actions. ---- 
They are Evangelical Truths that muſt make 
E Evangelical Lives. When the former decline, 
che latter do ſo of Courſe. 
There is too plain an Experiment of this a- 
mongſt us; the Growth of Vice hath been pro- 
E portionable to the Decay of our Principles. It 


Ethe Church of England, ſpeaking of the Times 
preceding the late Civil War, that * They who 
, recede from their former Principles and 
ound of Doctrine to join with the Arminian 
aclion, became for the moſt part more looſe in 
Wir Lives, and difſolute in their Manners than 
re, confuting and deftroying their newly re- 
ed Opinion of Free Will by the licentious Cour- 
Ws of their Converſation, which they aſſerted by 
Wrgument and Diſcourſe of Reaſon againſt them 
$19 9ppoſed the ſame ; like Men deſtitute of Grace, 


eration thereof” upon the Soul of a Sinner. 
Ind the like Remark we may make of the Tumes 


| Fer the Reſtoration, when the Arminian Syſtem 


ga looſe and profane Way of Living came 
ch in Faſhion. Mens Manners and Actions 
. been careleſs and diſorderly ſince theſc 

aciples have had Footing among us. Now 


, the Dr. has open'd a very dark, and diſ- 
4 *g)and's Faithful Reprover, p. 13g. 
I mal 


vas obſerved by a hearty Friend and Lover of 


WW Lich they endeavour to weaken in the Force and 


W Divinity took Place again, we may obſerve 


» 
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mal Scene; I ptay God, that the Clergy may 
look cloſely into it. 

Min. I muſt confeſs what be ſays is very cuttin; 
he 1s very ſmart upon us indeed. 

Dif]. So he is, but I know what he ſays is to 
true ; for I have cloſely look'd into theſe Thing, 
and find them ſo to my great Grief ; and pre 
long to ſee the Clergy come to the good old Doc 
trines again. I ſhould never have meddled with 
theſe Matters, had I not ſeen the great Neceſiy 
of diſperſing theſe Doctrines among the Peopl: 
of theſe Nations.. The Dr. goes on, and for 
And F7rf, It isrequiſite that You be through- 
* ly ſenſible and apprehenſive of this great Di. 
der and Miſchief which I have been ſpeaking 
of. This ſtrange Metamorphofis is not negligent 
© to be paſſed by. Such a manifeſt Change in Re. 
* ligious Sentiments as there is, cannot but aft 
© all ſober Minds. It is Occaſion of juſt Grit t! 
conſider what Principles of Chriſtianity wer 
heretofore received, and how they are caſt aw: 
now. Wc may bemcan our ſelves as the Chun 
. iu: ſem did her Condition of Old, Th-jn 
Gold is changed, and the Silver is become Dri 
There hath ſprung up a New Generation b 
* takes no Notice of what precious Doctrines e 
Fathers embraced, and what valuable Triti 
* were maintained and aſſerted by the Preactt 
* of thoſe Times, namely, from the happy Retr 
* mation till a long Time after. But initead! 
thoſe they have introduced others of a baſe All 

* But certainly it doth concern us to obſer 
and to mind the remarkable Change that!. A 
been made in the Writings and Sermons 0: 


Preacher, Part 2. p.128. 12, 130. 
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late Divines, eſpecially in theſe laſt forty Years. 
and then we ſhall with unſpeakable Regret take 
Notice how our Church is forſaken by her own 
| Children, and we ſhall have, occation to make 
L uſe of the Words of the Prophet FHaggaz, Win 
it among you that ſaw this Houſe iu her firſt 
ohm, and bond do you fee it now? Is nat this Hole 
$1 your Eyes, in comparijon of it, as nothing? And 


there will be Room for this Lamentation, © 1/7» 
& i; there among nou that hath taken a Survey of 
Cr Houſe of Gd as it was in the Days of the Bl 
) 6 Apoſtles of, Teſts Ghrift ? Whos there among | 
bat bath fee and conf d:red this Holy Temp!» 
ben firſt Glory? And bow ds you fee it now ? 
it not, in c6mpertſon of the other, alnoft as n= 
. ing? I ben ye, look upon them that have under- 
en the Charge of-your Souls, and know how far 
de are for the moſt part grown out of hind, how 
lere be that tread the Steps of their Ancient 
/ | Predeceſſors, ye are, eafily fill d with Indignation, 
Wy drawn uno theſe Complaints wherein the 
WD: jerence of preſent from farmer Times is be- 
led, eafily perſwaded to think of them that lived 
ci the Days that now are gone. Surely tl ev 
Were buppy in compariſon of us that have ſiucceedod 
en. Were not their Biſhops Men Unreproveable, 
, Righteous, Holy, J. emperate, Well-reportes 
% eden of thoſe who were without ? Were nat their 
ort, Guides, and Teachers able and willing tt 
3 bort with wholeſome Doctrine, and to reprove 
Ve which gain-ſaid the Truth ? And in a 
Wore ſevere Manner * Mr, Hooker goes on, for 
Ney are his Words, tho' 1 believe the Reader 
not in the leaſt imagine they were, That 


N lx ſecond Sermon on fart of St. Jude's Epiſlle. 
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/ivle of this, and to lament it. 


and they pretend that they are loth to ff 
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mild and peaceable Man thus bewail'd the 4 


generate State of his 'Times. 
But we have much more Reaſon to hens 
that of Ours, and to lay to Heart the ſhaw, 
Apoſtacy of ſome of our Clergy from tlie] 
trines of their Predeceſſors, which were a 
Doctrines of the holy Apoſtles and print 
Saints. We may upbraid ſome of our Teache 
themſelves, as the Apoſtle does ſome of the 
brew Chriſtians, that they have nred that. 
teach them again which be the firſt Prince 
the Oracles of God, In brief, he that behdl 
our Divinity in its modern Dreſs, cannct h 
be oftended at its ſtrange Transformation; Wi 
ſtrange that it gives Occaſion, for the Wit uni 

Satyr, the Banger and Railery of Atheiſtical vl 
rits. The leaſt Thing we can do is to be 


| | | Ar * «4.4 
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( 
f 
* Secondly, Be perſwaded my Brethren, oft 3 ü 
Neceſſity of preaching theſe Doctrines, wh * 
have been rejected by ſo many:---- * There i © 
thoſe that look upon theſe Doctrines as u 
Indifferent, and therefore adviſe that nothn 
ſhould be ſaid of them in the Pulpit. But tit 
Men that talk thus, have either read the St 
ture, or they have not: if they have no, it! 
be preſumed that they have little regard toth 
ſacred Writings, and look upon 7/em as ind 
rent, as well as theſe Points; and perhaps! 
reckon all as ſuch. --------- | 
＋ There are Others of our Order that retul 
diſcourſe to the People on any of theſe 0 
becauſe they carry ſome Difficulty with d 
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T their Hearers Minds. But this is a mere Pre- 
ES tence, for on the ſame Account ſome of the Ar- 
E ticles of our Religion, which they themſelves 
E own neceſſary to be taught, are to be laid aſide; 
zs the Doctrine of the Trinity, the Incarnetic 
W of the Son of God, &c. Therefore it is cvident 
that the Eternal Decrees, and the other Truths 
po often mentioned ought to be preached, tho' 
E they be difficult. This muſt not deter us from 
delivering what is Truth, and what is adjutted 
Sto the Word of God. -------- 

8 © * Thirdly, You remember that it is the End 
and Deſign of our Preaching to Edi/y. And 
F this is it which I deſire you to think of ſeriouſly. 
The Apoſtle tells us, that He that prepheſieth 
. e. he that preacheth ) ſpeaks 4 Men te Edi- 
Lotion, 1 Cor. 14. 3. And we are informed by 
che ſame Apoſtle, that Paſtors and Teachers were 
ren for the edifying of the Body of Chrij?, Eph. 
$4.11. As we mult build up ourſelves (Jude 20.) 
$0 it is the End of the Miniſtry th build u Mew 
their moſt holy Faith. And they mult be ht 
n the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
ais Chrift himſelſ being the chief Cornerſtone, 
ph. 2. 20, Whence we may ſoon put an End 
o the Controverſy about Eaifying or Profiting 
% Preaching, which hath been much debated of 
hie; we may eafily know what Preachers e- 


cher they buz/d up Men in their mo holy Faith ; 

whether the Building be upon the Atoſtolical 
Hundation, to which Chriſt the Head-ſtone be- 
longs; whether they preach ſuch Doctrines as 
advance the Knowledge and Belief of the im- 


Preacher, Part II. p. 143, to 147. 


Jy moſt, for 'tis but asking the Queſtion, whe- 
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portant Truths of the Goſpel, and Growth! 
all Divine Graces. One of the Biſhops of ; 
Church tells us, that“ Sermon it then profit!) 
when it informs the Mind and Judgment ary 
in Divine Truth, This is the firſt Thing x. 
quiſite to a profitable and edifying Sermon. 1; 
conſequently tis impoſlible to edify by a Preache 
who forſakes the old Doctrines of Criſtian 
and affects New Schemes and Models of it, u. 
known to the Penmen of the Scripture 

appeal to thoſe that are judicicus Hearn, 
is he a Profitable Preacher that would have You 
believe that thoſe who are in a State of Gric 
and by Adofticn are made the Sens of Go, ve 
may 10 apoſtatize as to be the Children ot the 
Devil? Do You call him an Edifying Prause 
who labours to perſwade Ycu that the Almiyhi 
Power of God is not exerciſed in the Conse. 
hon f Sinners, but every Man hath a Free N 
and Power to repent and believe; and that!“ 
Converſion is owing to the Self-detcrminin! 
Power of his Will? Can You Profit by th 
Preacher who tells You that Concupiſcence, a 
the Inclination to Sin is not Faulty and Crimi 
nal, and that Undue Luſts and Deſiies are 1 
Sin? Are You built up in the Faith when 1% 
are told that God's chooſing of Perſons to Lit 
and Salvation depends upon the Foreſgh 0 
their Obedience and good Works; when 10 
are told that good Works are an Ingredien: ! 
your Juſtification, as well as Faith; when 1 
are told that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is no mor 
imputed to us than our Sins are to him, that , 
not at all; when You are told that Chriſt bat 


* Bp Patrick's Liſceurſe oi Profiting by Se: mons. 
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| paid a Ranſom for every individual Perſon in 
the World in Order to their Salvation, and yer 
it is poſſible, by reaſon of Man's Free Will and 
Choice, that not one of them ſhall be ſaved ; 
when You are told that tho' God's ſpecial Grace 
be Omnipotent, and is accompanied with a real 
ind ſincere Intention to convert Perſons, yet it 
may be refiſted and defeated ? This is not d- 
ing ub, but pulling down; this is not rear.ng 
che Walls of the ſpiritual Edifice, but it is ra- 
Ving the very Foundations of it. Therefore I 
Wy to You, my Bre.hren, be deſirous to teach 
Etheſe, and all other Doctrines that are Ediſying. 
And it ſhould be very plealing to You to ob- 
ene, that your People valhe and ejreem ſuch 
reaching, and they have a De and Longing 
after it: For this certainly is one comfortable 
Won and Evidence of their being regenerated, 
d renewed by the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Furth, By way of further Inference, ſeeing 


going Particulars that the Over-valuing of Rra- 
* and the little Deference given to the S- 
are great Cauſes of the preſent Corruption 
WP! Doctrines in this Age, it follows that You 
Pould not, and my earneſt Requeſt to You is, 
Wt You would not over-magnify Humane Rea- 
„, that You would ſet a very high Value on 
e Scriptures. Firſt, be prevailed with not tò 
W'cr-magnify and extol Humane Reaſon. Make 
this an Umpire in ſuper-natural Things; 
ot preſume to concert and adjuſt divine Mat- 
by this. In judging concerning theſe there 
no Occaſion for the Quirks and Subtilties of 
. The Articles we treat of are not fetch'd 


1 2 from 


Wt hath been made evident in ſome of the fore- 
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from Philoſophy, or from Humane Authoriy 
or from the common Notions and Maxim: is 
Mankind; wherefore let us not renounce the- 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity becauſe they interky: 
* with theſe. Let us not turn Infidels, that we my 
* be thought to be Men of Reaſon. Yea, lety; 


remember this, that they who talk moſt of th; 
| © Reaſon, and value themſelves upon it, have n 
| 


greater Share in it than the reſt of their Nei). 

5 * bours. The Oppoſers of the foreſaid Doctine 

I! \ have not true Reaſon on their Side, but are hc 
| © and confident, and aſſume to themſelves th 
| 


| Name of Rea/omers, whilſt they deal rather: 
| * plauſible Harangues, than well-grounded Arg: 
1 ments. A Man of truly- rational, and wi 
I; © Thoughts will conſider that God and his Wa 
s * are infinitely above the ſhallow Apprehenſi 
1 of mortal Men ; that the natural Wiſdome 
'K Man cannot reach theſe divine Secrets, becat 
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* they depend wholly on God's Sovereign N. 4 

* and Pleaſure ; that Reaſon cannot diſcover "i 
* ſelf more than in ſubmitting to Things ad! I ( 
* Reaſon; in brief, that Reaſon ought to do XR / 
ſance to Faith, and the Wit of Man {too WF 
the Wiſdom of God revealed in the Ho S"! © - 
© tures = 7 


And that is the other Thing which! hears 
recommend to You, highly prize the 9 


ba. OY "OM 


* Writings, and be directed by them; and 8 © 

N © You will value theſe Doctrines which have 8 _ 
PFoundation in this Inſpired Volume. Be 
Raeaſon is ſhort and deficient, we have the "io, 
1 © tures, given us to ſupply that Defect; and "i..." 
If will ſupply it effectually, if we impartiales 


MM h 1 
=_ * ſult them.. In Order to our ſuccelstw mas 
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uſe of them, we ought to remember this, that 
[ the Deſign of the Holy Scriptures is to depreſs 
. the Power of Man, and to advance the Divine 
Grace, and the Abſoluteneſs and Uncontroula- 
pleneſs of God's ſovereign Will. I appeal to 
any One that hath ſeriouſly read the Bible over, 
E* eſpecially the New Teſtament, whether the 
whole Strain and Tenor of it do not tend to 
this. And now this Key will happily open, 
and let You into all the Secrets and Myſteries 
of the Bible, that kave any Reference to the 
= Salvation of Mankind; or the Manner and 
Means of it. You will find the Truth and 
E* Benefit of what I ſay: You will in a ſhort time 
be convinced that the Doctrines of the Goſpel 
© are ſo framed that they directly contribute to 
EF Humility and Self-denial, and to the exalting 


WD: goes on, and ſays, 
. * One of the Ancients ſpeaks admirably to 
& this Purpoſe : + We may not, ſaith he, indulge 


lch that any others have brought in of their own 
Head. We have the Apoſtles of our Lord for our 
W Authors, «who choſe nothing of their own Heads, 
b impoſe upon us; but faithfully deliver'd that 
Doctrine which they had received of Chriſt. There- 
ie an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach any 
eber Goſpel, be is to be accurſed by us. So this 
» 


1 

W © Preacher, Part II. p. 152, to 155. 

. Nobis nihil licet ex K arbitrio indulgere, ſed nec eligere 
ol aliquis de arbitrio ſus induxerit. Apoſtolos Domini habemus 
We ores, qui nec ipfi quicquam de ſuo arbitrio, quod inducerent, 
de unt; ted acceptum à Chriſto diſciplinam fideliter nationibus 
We narunt. Itaq; fi Angelos de Calo aliter evangelizaverit, ana- 


ems diceretur à nobis. Tertul. de Præſcript. Hzretie. 


f Learned 


f God's Greatneſs and Sovereignty. '” The 


any Doctrine of our own Heads, nor admit of 
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of Men, but on the divine Teſtimony which 


ftokical Hpiſtles into their Hands; and, havilg 
firſt put up their Prayers to God to entighich 
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Learned Father. And there is good Grounf {;; 


what he ſai h, for what is to be preached 9 
Mankind is no: founded on the fallible Reaſey; 


cannot fail us. If You turn over, and dil gen 
ly peruſe the Writings of the moſt renowne! 
Moraliſts, Vou will not find à Syllable of | 
there. You hear nothing like this from Soc. 
tes or Plato, from Ariſtotle or Zeno, from A. 
toni nus ot Seneca; no, nor from Crus. No 


4 I 
of the Philoſophical or Witty Men have d 3 
ver'd theſe Things to us. No: It is JEU; BW 
alone that is our Tnfirucor; and therefore YOU! 4 
Eſteem for theſe Doctrines ſhould be very tn. 1 
gular, and your Care to retain them ſhould 1: WE 


very great. | 

And as to thoſe particular Doctrines which | 
have recommended, I humbly beg of my Bre- 
thren that they would judge of them «ccording 
to Scrzpture, And of every One of my Rez: 
I requeſt this Favour, that they would be le. 
fed to comply with my Defire, ſo far as bric's 
to ſet down in Writing theſe five Doctrines, al 
lay them before them. and then take the A 


their Minds, and give a right Underſtand og © 
theſe divine Things, begin to read them wic 
Attentiveneſs and Seriouſneſs. And before the 
have gone thro' the firſt Epiſtle, namely, ti! 
to the Romans, I queſtion not but they will tins 
all theſe Doctrines plainly aſſerted. And k 
them then proceed to the other Epiſtles, and as 
tend to the Doctrinal Part of them, and ie 


will acknowledge that nothing is more plain ant 
. | cn 


; l 


* 


F evident there. I importunately entreat the Nea- 


der to make this Experiment, and I doubt not 
hof the Succeſs by the divine Goodnefs. 
In the F:ftb Place, Let me beg of You, my 
E Brethren, to bear it in your Minds that theſe are 
the Faith and Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land. And this Conſideration, I hope, will pre- 
Vail with You, tho' none of the reſt ſhould. The 
Poctrines of the Decrees, of Original Sin, of 
B7uſlification by Faith alone, of the Imputaticn 
We: Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, of the Neceſſity of ſuper - 
Natural Grace, are plainly delivered in the Ar- 
Niels, Laturgy, and Homilies of our Church, and 
Wn the Writings of her Biſhops and moſt Emi- 
ent Church-men, and heretofore of her whole 
WClergy. It is not the Church of England, but 
Bnly a Party of Men ( unhappily the greateſt 
art) that eſpouſes the contrary Doctrines; and 
Wc: as the Jews of Old cried The Temple, the 
ple; fo theſe Men talk of the Church, the 
urch of England, tho' at the ſame time they 
it, her Doctrines. Theſe Perſons ſhould be 
minded that to be of the Church of England, 
WS ot only to obſerve her Rites and Diſcipline, 
Wt to own her Articles. It is not ſufficient 
ſat they are liberal and free in their Profeſſi- 
Ws of honouring our Church, if they forget, 
P zive Proof of the Reality of it by aſſerting 
8" Pure Doctrines. What is the meaning of 
>, to. file our ſelves Sens of the Church of 
and, and yet to diſown our Mother ſpeak- 
Eu the Articles and Homilies, and to ſlight 
N dilhonour our Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, 
che reſt of the Clergy, who faithfully 
Pered to her Principles? It is an unſuffera- 
* ble 
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ble Boldneſs to uſurp the Name of Churchny, 
yea, and to permit none to bear that Name hy 
themſelves, and yet at the ſame time to lic 
in an open Deteſtation of ſome of the Doc. 
of the Church, This is to abuſe the % Chur 
in the World, and to ſhape it into what Form 
they fancy moſt. Thoſe Men frame a Church 
out-of their own Conceits, and then tel! us thi: 


a a A * La 


A 


* it is the Church of England. And if you will x: WE 
hold as they hold, you are no Sons of the Church, WF 
A moſt groſs and unpardonable Affront to Her! 
And thoſe good Prelates, who laid their Handson Wh, 
* theſe Men, may for ever repent of that Impol- WF 

„tion. Now You have heard what one of the WW, 


greateſt of your Divines has ſaid ; what do 1. 
think of it? Pray be ſincere in what You lay, | 

Min. 1 muſt be plain, T am fo ſurprized at wii! 
he ſays, that I ſhall not recover myſelf for a gut 
While ; but yet I have ſomething of an [nclinct's 
to hear the laſt Charge of our Deſigns of going "i 
in a great Part to the Church of Rome. 

Di. 1 am glad there is ſomething ſlicks ! 
You of what this Great Man of God has ſad 
I hope, You will be ſo fully convinced, 4% 
preach up, and maintain theſe good old Doctriu 
of the Orthodox Church of England. 

Min. I am but One, and was 1 to be ſingulu, 
ſhould then be marked by my Brethren for d., 
conceited Man; and if my People get it by th! 
they will treat me with the utmoſt Contempt. Wi 

Diſſ. 1 ſee where the Matter ſticks: | fer 
love the Praiſe of Men more than You def 
advance the Glory of God; for this ſees '' 27, 
the greateſt Obſtacle in your Way: And 1 
is ſo with hundreds more in your Church, 


0 
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over the Earth, where the Love of this World *:: 
taken deep Root in the Hearts of "Teache:s; for 
they are preaching up that Doctrine which fits 
the Taſte of great Men in Church and State, from 
whom they expect Applauſe and Preferment : 
Which exactly agrees with the Sentimen's of a 
great modern Divine, who ſays, Ye of the Calvi- 
Eniſtical Opinion are ready to compare Notes and 
Number with them ; and makes this juſt Remark, 
that the Doctrine of Grace hath never run among 
ERakes and Debauchecs; whereas it is well known 
be oppofite to it has been, and is embraced by ſuch. 
Now what do You think of this Matter; 
Min. I muſt confeſs we can fee but liltle Effet 
Bemong us, notwithſtanding moſt of our Sermons are 
Exbortations; but we cannot help that : Ie jee by 
ul Experience, that the Sabbath-day was never 
nuch profancd as now; nor did Swearing, a 
Wl! other Vices ever reign with greater Boldneys : 
J think they are worſe and wos ſe. 
/. I muſt be plain with You, as I have been 
along: Your Exhortations come but to little 
ect, nor ever will till God of his great Mercy, 
Wd Free Grace, works a ſaving Change in their 
carts; This brings to my Mind ſome Verſes of 
Ee upon an Excellent Divine, ſetting forth 
the Doctrine he preach'd : 


Mo would He ſet dead Sinners to a Just, £ 
4 They had no Strength to do, nor Skill u, 
Pit bid them lie af Wiſtdom's Gates til they 
Had God the Spirit to direct their I ay; 
ud told them tuas ns Error, but *was Fact, 
ot Men muſt be alive before they a. 


E 


K 


© this Rejection and this Diſregard. They are! 
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What I bring this for is to ſhew You, that er 
cept the Work of Regeneration goes on amy 
You there will no great Good be done. 

Min. You are very tart upon us, but I (jr 
Yiu would fhow one Thing before awe part, a 
that is how wwe of the Clergy came to barter ur 
Orthodox Principles for thoſe of Arminianiſm. 

ID,. 1 will be as good as my Word, but pra 
adhere to it very cloſely ; for it opens ſuch a d 
Scene, that it would make my Ears to tingle, at 
Heart to ach, was I one of the Arminian Clem 
and made truly ſenſible of ſo great a Revolt, ai 
vet 2 Subſcriber to thoſe very Articles chat a 
truly Caleiniſtical: And therefore pray obſen 
W hat the Dr. ſays on this Subject as follows. WF 


* I know there is a great Cry among jm C 
Ment late that che Church is in Danger, 8 


' * 75 Falling, that its Ruin and Deſtruti' ol 
f pred. bing. And I ſay ſo too, but not as tle 
Ven underftand it: My Meaning is that 01 
Church is in great Jeopardy by Reaſon of 
late Degeneracy of her Doctrines. The Orth , 
* dox Faith of the Church of England 1s & 
© reliſhed, its legally eſtabliſh'd Articles are f 
© fied. But thoſe very Men that make that Outs 
about the Church's Falling, are the Author 


Men that renounce the Articles and Det: mu 
* tions f our Church, and thereby ſhe 1s aft 
* rently endanger'd, and her Ruine feems nd 
be far off. But in the Senſe that they me 
* it (/ they have any Senſe) it is a falſe Alan 
* and a groundlefs Fear, and the Danger vl. 
* they talk of 1s Imaginary. 
But if they be heartily and ſincerely del 
Preacher, Part II p.155.&c. 
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that the Church of Eng/and ſhould be taken 
Leue of, and that its Downfal ſhould be pre- 
rented (which 1 is the With and Prayer of all 
Good and Wiſe Men) then they ſhould be ſolli- 
citous that Care may be taken that the Gover- 
Enours and Rulers of the Church diſcharge their 
Othce Faithfullv, that they ſpend their Reve- 
Wnucs in that Way that is I Tonourable and Cha- 
Writable, and ſerviceable to the Church; that they 
pe not tainted with Nepotiſm, or with Simonv, 
What their Officers and Servants do not ſqueeze 
End oppreſs the Pcor Clergy, and that they do 
Wot bear themſelves ſuperciliouſly or irreverent- 
ly towards the reſt: That they ſhew their Diſ- 
2 ke of Pluraliſts and Non Reſidents: That they 
advance not thoſe to the Miniſtry who are 
> rangers to true Religion, and the Deſign of 
Wor iſtrancty. To take Care of the Church is not 
Poly to look after and ſecure the Glebe and the 
Friches, the Profits and Revenues, which is ne- 
Wcfſiry to be done, but to ſee the 55 g preach 
und Dochriue, and lead Holy Lives: To fee 
at ff Labourers be placed in "the Lord s Vine- 
9, and that they behave themſelves as the 
E-maſſadors of Chriſt: To ſee that Godly Diſ- 
1 line be reſtored, and Profaneneſs and Im- 
Picty ſeverely check” d: To ſee that the Wor ſhip 
1 God be maintain'd in its Purity: To lee 
Wat the Sacraments be reverendly adminiſtreg, 
at none be admitted to the Lord's Supper but 
Ich . Lives and Converſations declare their 
Itneſs 
This is to take Care of the Church, this is to 
cure it from Falling, this is to ſtudy its Wel- 
e and Happin: 5. All beſides this, which is 
K 2 * talk'd 
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talk'd of with a loud Cry for the Church, | 
Ving land, is meer Noiſe and Babble. And vi, 
would liſten to thoſe who talk ſo loud of :; 
Languiſhing and even Dying Condition of |; I 
Church of England, merely becauſe the Que: Wi 
will not knock all the Diſſenters on the Hes 
and becaufe ſome of the Biſhops were not (ai. WW, 
hed about the paſſing the Bill againſt Occa/,/ 
Conformity in the late Juncture? This Clancy 
is made w/e of only as a Blind, whilſt ano 
Deſign is carried on, which is really to deſ i 
the Church of England, and the Proteſtant h 
ligion. For this we muſt conclude upon, 8 
deliberate Thoughts, that the Church of Er: 
land is not capable of being ſupported but! 

that Way which I have briefly mentioned 
Thoſe that talk of /et71ng up the Church by on 
other Methods, are the Per ſons that ⁊cill ruius i 

They may beſtow upon themſelves the Titled 
Chirchmcn, but that doth not render their Cit 
the better. There were Hercticks thai cali! 
themſelves Apoſtolicks. And none make gre; 

Cry ſor the Church than the Reman:/ts. "The 
Men will erect the Church as thoſe that preten 
© to build the Temple with Nehemiah, and to 
it very ill that he would not admit of then 
whoſe Deſign was yet to hinder and oH 
rearing of that Building. Theſe are for t 
Church as the TJewrſh Zealots afterwards ve 
for theirs, and ſtikled very warmely for it, 

* yet they were the Men (as the Jexciſh ln 
rian acquaints us) that procured its Deilructd 
One that wore a Miter, and is own'd by! 

the Learned World to have deſerved it, 


+ Epiphas. adv. Hzereſ. I. 2. Tom. 1. 
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I cleafed to fay on ſuch an Occaſion as this.“ 
V Phaetons drive the Chariot of the Sun, the 
orld will be ſoon on Fire. I mean thoſe in the 
church whoſe Brains like the Unicorns, run out 
eto the Length of the Horn, ſuch who have more 
Fury than Zeal, and vet more Zeal than Know- 
Ide or Moderation. It is for the Safety and 
Wntereſt of our Church to underſtand the Aim 
Vof theſe Men, and to remember that it was the 
tempting to ſet the Church (as well as the 
tate] too high, that was the Cauſe of its Fall 
Wn King Charles the Firſt's Reign. It cannot 
We denicd that they were Churchmen and Con- 
er miſts that helped to pull it down, when they 
aw that it exalted it felt too furiouſly, and 
began to make ſome Approaches to High 
EW rch, that upon the Seven Hills. And this 
Wecminds me of the next Particular which I am 
Wo commend to the ſerious Conlideration of my 
FL rethren, 

& S:xtbly, Let it be thought of that by the diſ- 
ning thoſe Doctrines which I have ſo often 
Wcited, we not only abandon our Own Church, 
Wit we go over in part to that of Rome; or at 
Wait, we (hew our Inclination and Good 
Will to that Church. I touched upon this 
fore, in my Preface to the former Part of 
8 Preacher, but now I will enlarge upon it. 
e muſt know then that there was for many 
Pets a Deſign carried on to make an Altera- 
Tum the Religion profeſs'd in England, and 
change our Proteſtant Principles into thoſe 
Rome. However the two Prince were in- 
Ned of themſelves (which I ſhall not now 


angflcet's Irenicum. Part 1. Chap. 2. 


< debate) 


406. + B. 4. p. 316. 


[ 68 ] 


debate) it is certain that they were Influcnccd 
by thoſe who were not ſo well affected to tl; 
Proteſtant Cauſe as they ought to have be 
pen the latter of them was in danger of recci:. 
ing the pernicious Tincture from her who In 
in his Boſom. In his Reign it is too mant 
that the Chief Miniſter, who was pcrimit'c/ 
to act in the Afarrs of the Church (not to u. 
of the State) without control, gave eviden: 
ſigns of his Inclination to the er inen on: 
Corrupt Doctrines of Rome. He very much 
and often oppoſed the Pope's being called ./ 
chriſt, and was very angry with thoſe that app le 
that Epithet to him. But he was plcaſed to -. 
cept himſelf of that Pontif's Titles, for the (am: 
Author tells us, that che Univerſity of Oxford in 
many Letters and Addreſſes to him called hit 
His Holineſs, and Moſt Holy Father. 
What can hinder us from giving Credit s 
what the Pious Biſhop Hall ſaith of him, 1 = 
cad. z. Efit. 5. wherein he expoilulatcs vi Wi, 
bun for his Unſettleanefs in Religion, and ch 
Lim that 79 Day be ts in the Tents of the Roms 1 
niſts, To norre in Ours, the next Day bet 
both, againſt both; and a great deal more . . 
free and plain Language there is there to t1*M 


ſame Purpoſe. Nor can we think that fo Mit | 
and Charitable Man as Biſhop Ha was, wiſh s 
have given him this Character unleſs he hal . 
deſer red it. W / 

After the Teſtimony of one of his on 8 1 
* I might produce what + a Foreign Hier. 


* Dr. Heylins Lite of Arcibiſhop Laud, Boo!: 4. page 39% 


i} Hiſtoire * Regne de Louis 13. par Nic. le. Vaſor 
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« faith of him, that not content to repair à di/- 
* figured Image of Chriſt Crucificd, be ordered to 
© be painted afreſh that of God the Father, in the 
* ſhape of an Old Man. And other Things are 
mentioned by him which argue that Prelate's 
« Good Will to Rome. | 
What King James, who had a very great 
© Infight into Men, thought of him betimes, we 
© may gather from what he ſaid when ſome ſol- 
© licited him to beſtow the Biſhoprick of St. Da- 
ids on him, + [I keep Laud back, faith he, 
from all Places of Rule and Authority, becauſe 
© I find be hath a reſtleſs Spirit, and cannot {ce 
ben Matters are well, but loves to toſs and 
© © change, to bring Things t9 a Pitch of Reforma- 
tim floating in his Brain.) And it appear'd 
afterward what that Reformation was which he 
was then contriving, namely, a new Modeling 
the Church of England, and accommodating it 
to that of Rome. In my Judgment there is 
enough in Dr. Heylin's Account of this Arch- 
b1/hop's Life to prove him to be affected to Pope- 
# ry, tho' that Writer deſigned to clear him of it. 
# But an impartial Eye may plainly perceive that 
there are many Inſtances mentioned by him 
# (and he was not only the Archbiſhop's Chaplaig, 
but his intimate Friend, and therefore was well 
acquainted with the Particulars he ſets down) 
EF which are undeniable Proofs of his tendency to 
8 Rome, | 
If he and his Friends did not really deſign to 
being in the Roman Religion, yet this muſt be 
i that they did all they could to beget that 


1 6 Biſhop Hackey's Life of Archbiſhop Williams. Par. 1. 
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Suſpicion in the Minds of the People; for tt, 
multiply d Ceremonies, and were every Day yr. 
menting the outward Gaiety, Grandeur, 1; i 
Splendor of the Publick Worſhip, therein iv. 
tating the Church of Rome, and (as they then. Wi 
ſelves confeſs d) endeavouring to gratify he 
Mr. Chillingworth, in his Preface to the Aua 
of Charity maintain'd, lets us know that 
Governors of the Church at that Time (488 
more than formerly promote Ceremonics in! 
* outward State and Pomp in the Worſhip of Gol, MG 
* out of a Perſwafion and Deſire that Papiſts ni 
© be won over tous the ſooner by the removing 
Scandal cut of the Way (that is, the tos much 
* plicity in the publick Service of God ment: 
* before) and out of a holy Jealouſy that the weir 
Sort of Proteſtants migbt be eafier ſeduced t1 tin 

'« 

1 


* by the Magnificence and Pomp of their Churi: 
Service, in Caſe it (that is the foreſaid Scar 
dal) were net removed. Here we plainly i 
* what the Archbiſhop and his Party were driving 
* at, for Mr. Chillingworth knew very well | 
* God-father's Mind, and here he is ſo honelts 
to tell it to the World. But he mot ſhane 
fully prevaricates when he ſuggeſts that the 
* of the weaker Proteſtants was conſulted, i 
that that was one Reaſon why the Govern 
of the Church brought State and Pomp unto! 
* Divine Worſhip; as if, becauſe ſome filly tupt 
* ſtitious People were taken with the Pop N 
and Ceremonies, this were a ſufficient Re 
* for the Governors of the Church to fetch tit 
un as faſt as they could. 
But Mr. Ch:/linzworth, as conſcious of | 
* falſe ouggeſtion, ſoon quits this Reaſon, 5 


w 


_ 
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I flicks to that which he had mentioned before; 
namely, the Deſign of 2o/2177g the Papiſts cer 
% us; and the Method that was taken in Order 
io it was vehemently to urge the Ceremonies, and 
bo add to them, inſtead of countenancing the 
plain and fimple Way of worſhipping God; and 
I they laid the great Streſs of Rel gion on the for- 
mer of theſe. In the next Paragraph but one he 
$ acknowledges that the Names of the Pyieſts and 
Wars were reſumed, and more commonly uſed 
chan of late for this very Reaſon, that o 1ncon- 
W/irmity with the Church of Ramme might not be 
W objected to us. We ſee now to what End Can- 
Unity was ſo earneſtly preſ'd in thoſe Days, 
Wnimely, to make us of the Church of Harland 
Wconformable to Rome. This is is down-right 
Dealing, and plainly proves what I am offering ; 
Wand ſo do many other Things which I will now 
Wbriefly recount. 
In this Archbiſhop's Eccleſiaſtical Reign the 
Polit and Schools were taught to make a near 
Approach to the Roman Doctrines; and his Li- 
which he ſent to Scotland ſinelt of the Ro- 


4 
Y 
4 7” 
, 
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e Church he made the Preſs (as well as the 


WE ilpits) ſpeak favourably of theſe; for in thoſe 
n ooks which were brought to be licenſed, all 
wu atlages that might be offenſive to the Paputs 
ae ere expunged : But thoſe Books that favoured 
by [ he Popiſb Points, yea, ſome that expreſly main- 
5 ned them were licenſed and authorized, and 


Wc Authors of thoſe Writings were encouraged 
d preferred. The Re-eſtabliſhing of the Doc- 
Tine of Praying for the Dead was endeavour'd ; 
d many Church-men (as Dr. Heylin owns 5 

Sh i 


on Service. When he had the Aſcendant in 


lign to introduce All the Roman Religion; u 


* rejgners to borrow their Biſhopricks of then 
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/1.ops labeured to bring in an Engliſh, ust a Rot 
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his Introduction to Archbiſhop Laud's [if 
held the Real and Corporal Preſence of the M. 


' tural Body of Chriſt in the Euchariſt. And if A. 


ricular Confeſſion was approved of, and wx; 
be brought into the Church, the fame Miri 
tells us that * 17 is no more than what the Lit 
commends, and what the Canons have Prociie 
for. But it is rather to be thought, that this ui 


the other Innovations were in Compliance wi, 


Popery. And it was confeſs'd by themſelves thr WR 
Sports and Revels on the Lord's Day were t. 
1o'n'd on purpoſe to pleaſe the Papitts, ud MK 
them to cur Church. And in ſhort, out of thx 
implacable Hatred they had entertained again 
the Puritans, they reſolved and detign'd to bie 
all their Power and Intereſt by ſtrengthning th 
Hands of the Reman Catholicks, and by bring 
one Extream to expel another, as they rw: 
kon dit to be. 

I do not fay that there was a down: right le 


at once. They were too wiſe to attempt thi 
which would be ſo much againſt their Inter 
that which in Probability might bring in 20 


and other Eccleſiaſtical Preferments: Fort! 
Pope would pretend to have theſe in his Diipol 
and would be deſirous that his Traliaus (ho 
be ſerved firſt, as in the Days of Yore. Ther 
ſore my Lord Faulklandſaid rightly that the» 


Popery. They knew that the Doctrine af , 
Pope's Supremacy was dangerous, and ſome on 
Doctrines which are Parts of the Rowan ks 


* Archbiſhop Laud's Life, B. 4, p. 415 
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: gion were not for their Turn, becauſe they are 
not well conſiſtent with the Eugliſb Conſtitution 
and Monarchy, nor do they ſuit with their own 
Profit and Advantage; and therefore they were 
not for a Total Conformity with Rome, but ra- 
ther oppoſed it, 
© This ſolves all that was ſaid and pleaded by the 
Archbiſhop concerning his hindring tome Per- 
bons from embracing the RN Religion, and 
his reducing others, of which ſevcral Inſtances 
Ewcre produced by him at his Trial. This takes 
Wof that ſeeming and plauſible Obiect'on which 
might be raiſed againſt what I have ſaid, for he 
Nas not cager of any Bodies going over to the 
Church of Rome till ſhe in ſome Part was come 
er to us, and the Terms on both Sidez were 
Wcttled and adjuſted. 
4 * And this gives an Account of this Prelate's 
Epubliſhing (after a long time) his Conference with 
er the Jeſuite, and writing againſt the PS 
EDoctrines. If we remember that the Learned 
eius in his Book of Chrift s Satisfaction runs 
enter to the Soc1nans, and vet afterwards in 


(P's Annotations on the Epiſtles favoured this and 
nn: bcr Racovian Points; if we remember that he 


th ſhew of the Proteſtant Rel gion, and yet 
Wicovers himſelf to be a Well-willer to the 


_n h w 
bol burch of Rome in his Di/cufſio Apolegetici Ri- 
ua n, where he openly profeſſes his Apprb- 
he on of the Roman Religion, and propounds 


3 


W crms of Reconciliation. I tay, if we remember 
Peie Things, we ſhall not wonder at the Arch- 
Wihop's Conduct. He might at firſt be perſuaded 
Pt lome of the Popi/h Points were erroneous 
Wd falſe, but perhaps this Perſuaſion laſted not 
L 2 © long; 


. 
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long; or he diſputed pro forms only, We kn 
that Mountogue writ againſt ſome Things in P. 


pery, and yet his other Writings ſmelt rankl; if 
it. 1 do not imagine that the Archbiſhop 27d 
his Partiſans approved of every Thing in the. 
man Church, and that they intended to feich i 
Papacy in the Lump and Groſs, but yet they wer 
ſtrongly inclin'd to it, notwithſtanding thi 
Some in their Doctrines and in ſeveral Point: d 
Practice may keep at a great Diſtance from th 
Tapiſis, and yet have Affinity with Popery, We 
grant this in the Qyaters, who are very differen 
from the Reman Catholicks in molt Things, ant 
cry out againſt them; and yet we are not bad 
ward to believe and declare that they came fron, 
and tend to Popery. | 

From Mr. Thorndike's Writings it is clearthi 
a Man may appear againſt ſeveral Things thi 
are held and practiſed by the Church of Rin 
and yet he himſelf hold and approve af mat 
Peopiſh Doctrines. We ſee that he ſpeaks of], 
dition much after the Rate that the Pop! 
and he allows of Prayer for the Dead, the(s 
poral Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, Ai! 
cular Cenfeſfon, Extreme Union. He aſſerts! 
Euchariſt to be a froper Sacrifice, and he (jt 
favourably of Images in Churches, of the! 


 ligues of Saints, and of the Order of Mok; 


yet he will not admit of the Pope's Sr re 
of his 1njallibiity, of Purgatory, of Prauſ 


Saints, and ſome other Doctrines held by! 


Church of Rome, and he profeſſes himſeli 0 
of the Communion of the Church of E19% 


So the Archbiſhop and hisFriends did not take! 


| Popery by Wholeſale ; they pick'd out of t a 


f 
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Þ they pleas d, and laid the reſt aſide, at leaſt till 
. there was a more fitting Opportunity. 

And this gives us the true Account of the Ans 
B (yer which the Archhiſhop return d to the Per- 1 
bon who once and again came to him with the | 


= 
| 
* 


offer of a Cardinal's Cap, * Heqggould not, he 
l told him, accept the Offer till Rome avere other- 
8 w/e than it was. That is, he expected that 
Nome, to gain the Church of England to her, | 
& would ſubmit to certain Terms, and then we 9 
chould be ready to run into het Embraces, and 
E then a Red Hat might be accepted of with Safety. 
Now, that there. were certain Os ertwres and 
ren on Foot at that Time, and that a Recoi- 
lation between the Church of Rome and ours 

Vas in Agitation, I apprehend is very plain. For m1 
10888 they did not deny this themſelves, but profeſſed 
to be their Deſire and Aim to join the Church 
ef Eng/and and that of Rome. 1} the Papiſts l 
nao % be content, ſaith * One of them, to 4wave 
'_- ther laſt four hundred Years Determinations, or 
' 08” 29:7 ude them upon Others; if they would reft 
d with their Old. Patriarchal Power and | 
A Ei rimacy of Order, much Good might be cxpected, | 
[15 0888------- and we might yet in Time hope to ſee an 1 
Hen, &c. And at another Time he hath theſe fl 
x V8 ords +, Were the Pope's Supremacy of Power | 
ed to 4 Supremacy of Order, and the Pa- | 
1100888 /12rc2 of Rome content to be in the Univergal 
„ieh what the Primate of Ireland is in that 
ien! One, were there ſo much Modeſty as | 
11 0 n hea ſelves to be fallible, Chriſtians might 


' 
171d 
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N Dr. Heylin' . 

tak I. neyim's Life of the Archbiſhop, B. 4. p. 253. 
', i biſhop Bramhal's Epiſtle to Mr. Militier NES. 
1i "OO +l Life wri 

« o writ by the Biſhop of Lymerick. 


in ſome time ſay their Prayers together, and g. 
* ferent Opinions in ſmaller Matters would ral, 


tend to the Beauty and Harmony of the Chun, 


©: than become Matters of Schiſm and Separatin.” 
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by exeritfing our Charity and mutual Tclertin 


It ſeems Supremacy and Infallibility were, 
only Obſtacles of an Union between Rom 
us. All the other Things are look'd upon 
Opinions in ſmaller Matters. And the Biſh 
of Lymerick (who writ Biſhop Bramballs i: 
adds that theſe Opinions and Articles are ſu; 
that Proteſtants might for Peace-ſake aqui: 
in them. We ſee that Peace and Toleratim at 
allow'd of, when the Popiſh Points are talk! 
of, but no ſuch Thing muſt be granted to 
zeftant Diſſenters. 
And Hqlin is to be commended for his ph 
and open Dealing; he expreſly owns the Dev: 
of a Reconcr/ratton with Rome, and that in G- 
der to it the Archbiſhop of Car/ervury prepared 
the Way by all that he did. What Ew 
ragement had the Papiſts, faith this Writer,, 
reſurting to our Congregations, when they fn 
bear the Pope defamed, whom they behold with R. 
werence as therr Common Father; therr Ceremut 
to be counted Antichriſtian, their Maſs idle 
Tbeſe Rubs were firſt to be removed, ber: i 
have any Thoughts of uniting to us. And jr! 
Removing of theſe Rubs, the Archbi/l op fell uf 
the Courſes before-mentioned. This Author I 
ſaid before, that + The greateſt Part of the G 
troverſies between us and the Church of Ron 
not being in any eſſential Paints of the CH 
Religion, I Hool upon it ( faith he) as a m fi 
* [eylin's Lite of the Archbiſhop. B. 4. p. 417: T lb. 41 
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irt to endea voum an Atonement. And again he 
© tells us that in the Controverſies between the 
church of Rome and us, * 17 is no difficult Mat- 
ter to atone the Differences, if the managing of 
tem were committed to moderate aud prudent 
= Men. 

And he looked upon the Archbiſhop to be of 
hat Number, and repreſents him every where as 
Friend to the Roman Church, and endeavour- 
Ving to procure a Friendſhip and Agreement be- 
cen that and the Church of England. He 
owns his + Complrances with the Church of Rome, 
Pad tells us R He ſhewed Favours to thoſe of the 
BCLutbolrck Party ; and from many Paſſages related 
by him in the Life of that Prelate it is evident, 
chat he not only ſhewed himſelf favourable and 
Kind to thoſe that were actually Papiſis, but to 
l thoſe of our Church whom he found enclined 
Wo their Principles; at the ſame Time cxercifing = | 
p very great Severity upon thoſe that publickly [| 
xpreſſed an Averſion to them. 

lt is true, we cannot pronounce him a through 
Lit, becauſe he had not formally renounced | 
bc Church of England; but neither can we ac- | 
unt him a Proteſtant, becauſe he ſhewed his 1 
pood Will to Popery in ſo palpable a Manner. | 
Learned and Religious Man, who was after- j 
ad one of the Fathers of our Church, deter 5 | 
ned the Caſe rightly when he ſaid concerning I 
e Men of Laud's Faction, that || they kept them- 'l 
ves ſo near the Brink, that upon Occaſion they 1 
id ſtep over to the Papiſts. 1 
d indeed ſome of the High Churchmen ſtept | 


ey lin's Life of the Archiyſhop. B. 4. p. 39. f Ib. p. 408. | 
b . | Dr. Rob, Abbot in his Sermon at Oxtord. {i 
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over without any further dallying ; as Hitz 
Gcodman, Dr. Baily, Dr. Goff, Dr. Vane, l. 
plainly told by their Practice what the reſt uc 
aiming at. They knew that Popery wa |. 
tended, and therefore they were not willing 
conceal and dif guiſe themſelves any longer. Yu 
the Archbiſhop's great Familiar and Confiler 
as well as Agent, to whom all his Deſign 
Contrivances were known, I mean one of th 
Principal Secretaries of State, could no longe 
diſſemble his Perſwaſion, but went over to 
Church of Rome, of which he knew his gur 
Friend was ſuch an Admirer. Thus it opp 
that it was agreed upon by the Archbiſhop x 
* his Complices to favour Popery and the Abetn 
* of it, in Order to the Introducing it, fo fata 
© W ould ſerve their Turns, and in that time whit 
* was ripe for it. 

And what Principles were choſen for this f 
poſe but the Arminian Ones ? For they had: 

Apprehenſion that theſe would make Way! 
* thoſe of the Church of Rome, and agree it 
* well with them. Accordingly all the Favor 
© Reſpects and Preferments in the CH wt 
* conferred on thoſe that were Men of this k 
* ney. * Biſhop Hacket tells us that Biſhop E 

(for he ſhew'd what he was before the At 
© biſhoprick of Canterbury was conferred on b 
* was not only a great Patron of them that ni 
* tained Arminius's Doctrine, but a great D Is 
* fenancer of the oppoſite Part; and ſince l 
* the Bex, they (i. e. the Anti.-Arminiani) v 
« but Duices and Trais in all Churel-Prifem 
Theſe are the Biſhop's own Words. Andi 


®* Life of Archbiſhop Williams: Par, 2. P. 86. 
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Ihe lets us know that “it was then palpable that 
Ehere was no other Way to fly over Mens Heads 
in the Church but with the Wings of Arminia- 
niſm. And with theſe Wings they fled to Reme, 
or hover'd over it; for it was obſerved in theſe 
WE Times that Remonſtrantiſin and a good Liking 
oer the Popiſb Points went together. 
n . We have a plain and undeniable Proof of this 
n . King James that then reigned, who at his 
9 Ir Coming to the Throne was equally incenſed 
gainſt the Papzfts and the Followers of Armin, 
as his Printed Works, as well as his Actions, 
acquainted the World. Armin himſelf was ſti- 
A * led by him an Enemy of God, and his Friends 
2 * repreſented as Heretical and Blaſphemous, 


ve may ſee in the King's Declaration againſt 
1 / or //145, and in his Letter to the States of the 
2088 United Provinces. But afterward it is notorious 
C that when his Diſlike of Arminanſm abated, 
he alſo ſhew'd Favour to the Popi/h Party. At 
dhe ſame Time that he threw off the Calvinian 
Points, he expreſs'd his Approbatioo of ſome of 
he Roman Tenents, and was kind to the Roman 
01088 (a:59/3cks, and was deſigning a Toleration of 
ue them, but was cut off by Death. 

This minds me of what Biſhop Burnet ſays of 
WW", * That from the Year 1606. to his Dying 
Wy be continued always Writing, and J. 1% 5d 
Wn Popery, but Acting for it. Let me here 
Wake this Remark, What a Head was bere for a 
Wroteltant Body ! But the Dr. goes on, and ſays, 
The Sum of all that can be ſaid under this 
Obſervation is this, that the Calvinian Doctrines 


Lie of Archbiſhop Williams, Part 2. p. 82. 
iltory of his own Times, Vol. L. P. 12. 
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were believed, profeſs'd and maintain'd by gn 
Church and Churchmen ; and the Popiſh Dy. 
trines were manfully oppoſed and withſtoodh 
them from the Beginning of the Reformyicy 
till the latter End of King James the firſt, . 
the Entrance of King Charles the firſt's Regs, 
at which Time the Arminia Doctrines togethe 
with the Prp//h ones began to advance, and eve. 
ry Day more and more encreaſed. \ 

* Whence, in the Character given of the C 
of nglauil by a jeſuit in King Charles the fir 
Time, there is this Paſſage; * {te Frefefſoritt! 
love Temper and Moderation ; the Doctrine © 
altered in many Things, as about Free-will, Pre 
deſtination, Univerfal Grace, Inherent Rights 
outnets; the Nine and Thirty Articles are an, 
?1eus of ſome Catholic Senſe. And Dr. Þ Hs: 
i, who rehearſes this Paſſage, adds, So 
Tefuit pears 19thing but Truth, Which v1 
plain Acknowledgement that our CHureu . 
embracing the Arminian Doctrines was very al 1 
ceptable to the Romani/ts.. And we are ſut WW. 
could not be ſo, if Arminianiſ did not conduyhi, 
to Popery, if it were not in ſome Reſpects kt 
yiceable to that Cauſe. 

* Here it might be remembred that at the {ar 
Time with Archbiſhop Land in England, the 
wasArchbiſhop Maxell in Scotland, and Bills 
Rrambhall in Ireland, who all three carried 
the ſame Deſign, namely, of favouring 19 
Practices which were for the Intereſt of Na 


and advancing ſome Points wherein the R ; 
Catholicks and Remenſtrants agree; for tie) n. 
* Preface to Charity maintain'd. Sec. 20. ; 


\ Life of Archbiſhop Laud, B. 4. p. 252. «0 
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that ſome of the Principles of 27h theſe Parties 
did wonderfully ſymbolize, and help one ano- 

ther, 

Vea, it isobſerved concerning thoſe Times by 
n One that was a ſincere Lover of our Church that 
1 * Some of the moſt Zealous Al vocates for the Ar- 
W rminian Dofrine were frnce fallen away from the 
q {Reforraed Cturch, being perchance the more ce 
induced thereunts by the Progreſs which 'hes 

Dad made in the WW ay Hure. And he adds, I; 
Ws onde Jul to hear wwhat <irulnt 5, pe bes 
7e utter'd by Men of this Stomp againft the Art 
0 3 formers of the Church. Perfecto odio odi Cal- 
Pinum, was reported 70 be the Exprefſion of One 
3 for his Learning. And this Spight and 
Hatred which they bore to the Calvinian Doc- 
ines, puſh'd them on (as I have partly obſerv'd 
efore) to favour and advance thoſe of the Church 
f Roe, becauſe they were ſo oppotite to theſe. 
ad hence it was that in tlie Speeches of my 
Lord Falkland (a Name very mach eſteemed 
ad honoured by ſome of our Clergy ) and o- 
her wiſe and under ſtanding Men in the Parlia- 
Wn<nis before the C7v7/ Mars, it was complaine( 
lat Popery and A, minianiſn went hand in hand; 


7 pud even thoſe Senators who were no Friends to 
4 My. (auformity, but wholly in the Intereſt of 
1 he Church of E land, conſulted of Methods 5 tO 


top the Growth of ſe two Euvils which were 


ben ſpringing up, and were obſerv'd to thrive 
ether. 


(And the ſame Spirit hath recovered itſelf ſince 
nd hath ſufficiently appeared among us. A 


"agland's Faithful Reprover, p. 135. 
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noted Man of our Church, * profeſſed he bad; 
greater Kindneſs for the Roman Catholicks, i; 
« the Fanatical Presbyterians or Calviniſts, ;/ 
. he made good his Profeſſion before his Death 
tho' he did not actually embrace all Poem 
The like I have often heard with theſe Ears fra: 
the Mouths of ſome of my Brethren. ----- (4; 
anders Conſultation and Franciſe. d S. Clare, 
: Endeavours to reconcile the Engliſhß Articles wih 
the Tridentine were talked of; and Forbes and 
Blanc and ſuch who ſtrive to accommodate th: 
Popiſh and Proteſtant Points, were thought is 
* be the beſt Divines. 
' © This was in the Days when Le Strange wi: 
the great Director and Guide of one part of the 
* Inferior Clergy, when no Man's Writings were 
more admired and believed, and (as far as cou 
© be) practiſed than his; when he told them tha: 
there was little Difference between the Churc 
of Englandand that at Rome, except a few Moe 
* and Ceremonies, and ſmall Variations in fon 
Doctrines. But every underſtanding and con!: 
© Herate Man knows that there is a vaſt Df. 
* rence between them, and particularly bet! 
the Doctrines of the Church of England end 
thoſe of the Romaniſts; and eſpecially i» t) 
* thoſe Points which I have handled. On ub 
Account it is that theſe are deteſtable to our /” 
« minian Clergy, who are forward to join with e 
Church of Rome rather than with their 0"; 
© which profeſſes the Belief of the Eternal B 
* Tuſtification by Faith alone, &, 
© But we are to remember that theſe ver; D 
trines were the great Barriers againſt PH 
Dr, Parker's Pref. before Biſhop Bramhall's Works. 
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© © ter the Reformation. Theſe were a good Hedge 
and Fence to keep us from approaching too near 
© © to the Roman Church. And therefore now, they 
being thrown away by ſo many of our Chief 
E © Church-men, it is to be fear'd that it will be dif- 
© « ficult to preſerve ourſelves from coming too cloſe. 
And in the Nature of the Thing itſelf we can- 
not but acknowledge that Arminianiſmisan In- 
troduction to Popery, and makes Way for it; 
thus from exalting Free Mill Men paſs to Merit; 
and from magnifying the Powers and Efforts of 
E © Nature they paſs to Supererogation. By bein 
© © not well-grounded in the Doctrine of Chri/t's 

* Merits, and our Reliance upon him for Tuff:fi- 

cation, they fly to Maſſes, Indulgences, Satisfac- 

© trons, Purgatory, &c. Thus the Opinions of the 
' © Remonſtrants have a ſecret Tendency to the Ro- 
nan Church, and they look that Way. On 
which Account the favouring the Remon/trant 
Points hath been practiſed as an artificial Way 
do hook in Popery, and hath been rightly called 
| The Back Door to it. 

* The next Conſideration by Way of Inference 
and Application, ſhall be with relation to thoſe 
among us who dent from the Church of Eng- 
= © (and, I defire You to conſider how unreaſon- 
able it is to complain of them as Diſſenters, when 
we are ſuch ourſelves. We diſſent from our on 
Church, and from the Reverend and Pious Re- 
formers of it, as to our Doctrines. 1 hope this is 
dot done in meer Oppoſition to our Di//enting 
= Brethren, who generally profeſs theſe Doctrines. 

| | ſhould be loth to think that the Antipathy be- 
Woven any of us and the N:nconformi/ts runs fo 
d, that we throw off the Articles of our 


© Church 
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Church, becauſe they are received and belicye, 
by thoſe Perſons. But whatever is the Cauſe, 
we are ſure of the Effect, and we ſec how (c;n. 
dalous it is, and how contradictory. We blame 
them for departing from our Communion, and 
making Gaſhes and Schiſms in the Body of the 
Church; but we are injurious to ourſelves, an; 
we wound it with our own Hands. ----- How 
then can we blame the Diſſenters for diſguſii 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, whe: 
we ourſelves diſreliſh its Articles? How can ne 
reprove them for being faulty in the oy 
when we are defective in the latter? yea, whe 
we know that they outdo many of us in Purin 
of Doctrine, and that they are very careful F 
Aſſerting and Maintaining it. 

And now, whether You will hear, or alete 
Dou will jorbear, I have diſcharged my Duty 
and I have reminded You of yours: T have {jc- 
ken the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, | hai 
ſincerely repreſented the Matter which I hu 
had before me, I have not deſigned to pou 
and exaſpei ate any Perſon, but plainly and m- 
partially to remind myſelf and Others of uh 
is required of us. I choſe rather to be blanc 
and cenſured by ſome for ſaying theſe Thing 
which my Office requires of me, than to pu 
chaſe the Approbation of Others by being | 
lent. I had rather diſcharge my Duty, tho &. 
company'd with the Diſlike of the former, lu 
be guilty of the Neglect of it, tho' atten 
with the Commendation and Applauſc of tt 
latter. I have faithfully endeavour'd to conte 
Men of their Errors and Miſtakes; to ted 


with them firſt to ſee them, and then to . 
ehen 
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them. I have endeavoured to maintain the Eſ- 
teem and Credit of our Religion, retrieve Pri- 
© mitive Truth, to do our own Church Right, and 
© to vindicate her Honour and Reputation. It 


© Religion and Religious Men, if they would re- 
ume their Original Principles, and endeavour the 
Reſtitution of the Ancient Truths of the Goſpel. 
„And then with this happy Return of the Primi- 
tire Doctrines, there would be revived the true 
Spirit of Chriſtianit) in Mens Lives and Man- 
ners. This, this alone would make ovr Church 
the Bulwark of the Proteſtunt Cauſe. This 
would render Her the beſt and moſt flouriſhing 
Church in the Chriſtian World, This would re- 
E fore to Her that Peace, Unity, and Tranqui- 
© lity which are ſo much deſired by all Good Men. 
This would derive a laſting Bleſſing on the whole 
Kingdom and Nation; and (which is the high- 
Þ ci Thing we can wiſh for) this will advance 
the Glory and Honour of the Divine Majeſty, 
E through Jeſus Chriſt.” So far this worthy 
odor: Now what do You think of what is 
Nee ſaid ? 
Min. I am taken with ſuch a ſudden Surprize 
I am ready to faint ; but ] hope it will go off 
Zain. 
D. What is the Cauſe think You ? 
Min. I do think that ſomething the Dr. ſaid laf 
ſeized on my Spirits. 
8 D:/. Tam glad to hear that: I wiſh a godly 
ro for what You have done amiſs may at- 
Wd this Conference; for J have heard, that You 
e been very warm againſt us, who You call 
W/enters ; and have call'd us Schi/maticks, Fa- 
© naticks, 


would mightily raife the Idea and Character of 
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ndticks, and Hereticks, J obſerve in the Burial hs 
vice, over thoſe very Perſons You deemed to h 
ſuch, You read Fora/mnch as it hath pleaſed {. 
mighty God of his great Mercy to take unto himſelf: 
Soul of our Dear Brother or Siſter here departed— 
in fure and certain Hope of the Reſurre@iy 
Eternal Life. What muſt we be Dearly Bel; 
when dead, and muſt we bear the fore-mentond 
opprobrious Names when alive! This is a pu. 
ling Paradox I confeſs. But this great Divine 
your Church had other Thoughts of us, as is pln 
in the Preface to the Second Part of the Peace 
His Words are: * I have only one Thing u 
© obviate, ------ and that is this; that ſomcturs 
© I take the Part of the Diſſenters, and ſpeat a 
their Commendation ; yea, and propound then 
as a Pattern to be imitated by us: Which n:y WF 
© ſeem to be inconſiſtent with the Principles of oc 
who profeſſes himſelf to be a Member « ti $ 
* Church of England. In Anſwer to this, I {tu : 
* ( as the Apoſtle did) 2ſe great Plainnih u 

; 

a 


* Boldneſs of Speech; and I ſhall in few Wor 
* tell the World what my Thoughts are with r. 
lation to this Matter. I adhere to the Docu 

* I join with the Worſhip, I embrace the C. 
* munion, and I acquieſce in the Governments 
our Church, and I have always ſhew'd my 
* conformable to theſe ; but I could nevet gt 
© vail with myſelf to condem all thoſe wit 
* parate from us. For tho' I can with 2 5 
© Conſcience give an Account to myſelf of f 
* own Practice, yet I have no Authority te 
« ſure and judge the Perſwaſions and Conſce® 
* of other Perſons in this Affair. I find d 


®* Preface, p. 27, &c. « by 


87 
hath been a continual Back wardneſs, for abont 
na Century and half, to comply with ſome Thing, 
in our Church; and I cannot perſwade my/-!f 
that this proceeds wholly from Igucrance or l 
verſeneſs (as ſome tell us with great Confidence) 
but I rather charitably think that it hath its Rite 
in ſome Perſons from the real Suggeſtion of heir 
Conſciences and Deliberate Judgmen's. I ſpeak 
of thoſe that are Sober and Grave, and who en- 
| deavour to inform themſelves ar gh, and whoſe 
Integrity is known to the World. Now, I pray 
# why may we not have a good Opinicn of theſe 
$ Perſons, and ſpeak in their Behalf, ſeeing they 
| ſincerely proteſt that they are not able to ſub- 
mit to thoſe Rites and Ceremonies and other Ob- 
ſervances which our Church exacts of them, and 
ſeeing we ourſelves acknowledge theſe Obſer- 
vances to be Things Indiſferent and Changeable ? 
He that ſeriouſly weighs this, will find no Rea- 
{on to blame me for my favourable Thoughts 
concerning the Diſſenters. Whatever their Mi- 
ſtakes are otherwiſe. I behold very laudable 
Things in ſome of them; their Converſe ſa- 
ours of a Senſe of Religion, and Goodneſs ; 
We their Paſtors pray with Fervency, and preach 
We with Affection to Edification, and they live an- 
Verably; and I verily believe that they (as well 
V our pious Churchmen) are a Bleſſing to this 
We Nation. I can't poſſibly give myſelf any other 
Tum of Thoughts. | 
Let me add this further, there are but two 
WV ay2 of dealing with thoſe that diſſent from us, 
Colerating them, or uſing violent Means to extir - 
eie them. The former is Charitable and Mild, 
| lhe latter is Severe and Inhumane; the one is 


N agrre- 
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* agrecable to the Rules of the Goſpel, the ohe: 
| is contrary to the Evangelical and Chriſtian Sg. 

C''rit. "This is an unqueſtionable Truth that i 

* Power in Matters indifferent, is not to he 10 

to the Scandal of thoſe that are Weak; or c 

* the Ninth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the“ 
| * rinth:ans is no Scripture. And ihe lame nſp!. 
* red Writer tells us, that 7% him that een 
any Thing to be unclean, to him it is will 
Rom. 14. 14. As much as to ſay, It is the Co 
| {ſcience that makes the Crime. Nothing wt 
| © be done againſt that; for that makes the Thins 
| © lawful or unlawful to the Perſon that doth i: 
Now it is certain, we have no Sovereiznty or MR 
other Mens Conſciences, and therefore nt 
* very Charitable and Chriſtian Act in our $.c- 
riours and Rulers to condeſcend to the Mas 
* neſs of the Scrupulous, and thereby 0 0 they 
* themſelves Compaſſionate and Tender to ſud. 
And truly this may be expected of them, tor h 
* ttrong Ones can comply with the weak, U. 
the weak cannot with the ſtrong 


| 
As for the other Method, namely, of Se 
© we have made Trial of it. The Ric hath 
© been taught to be read in bloody Letters. i! | 
Altars have reaked with ſanguinary Offer: p 
some of our Prieſts have deſerved that 11:1 0! c 
the Account of their Slaughter and Sacriiic! { 
© We have knock'd People on the Head tor 4 00 f 
* fake, and for Religion's ſake. Whilſt vs \ 
© decried the Perſecution: which the f ais tl 
* guilty of, we have imitated it. And jc" 4 
have found by Experience that theſe fierce l F 
« pedients have not been effectual on the Feri 01 

© on whom they were exerciſed, They have 


e {ented 
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* ſented, and do diſſent; and no Force and Vio- 
| © lence will induce them to do otherwiſe. "Tis 
| © Time there fore to leave off this Diſcipline, both | 
Has it is incffeftial, and as it is Unchri/ttan, Let i 
the Roman Church brag of its Gift of Per/ecu- | 
in; let them boaſt of this as their proper Ta- ll 
ent, and as one certa'n Badge and Mark of their 5 
Church. But let us abandon this Piece of Po- a 
| « pery, and betake ourſelves to the Methods of 14 
F © Chriſtianity. 0 
hut it will be ſaid, This Indulgence which 1 
| © I allow of will be highly prejudicial to the 
| © Church of England, and its Excellent Conſtitu— 
tion; and conſequently wh I{t T ſpeak in Fa- 
| © vour of the former, I forget the Preſervacion and 
Welfare of the latter. In Anſwer to this, I 
declare it as my real Sentiment, that this Way 
of dealing with the Diflenters will be injurious 
neither to the Church, nor State of Enzlond : 
But on the contrary, it will be very ſerviceable 
to both, by removing that which hath been the 
great Occaſion of Contention and Diviſion, by 
lwee:ning and pacifying Mens Minds, by cut- 
ing off for the Future all Attempts of depriving 
one another of their Chriſtian Liberty, and of 
prelcribing Laws to Mens Conſciences in indif- 
ferent and doubtful Things in Religion, by thus 
{ubſtratting the Fewel of all Religious Animo- 
ies, by giving a Check to Bigotry, by inſpifng 
Men with the ſame Common Deſign of advancing 
the Peace and Proſperity of the Community, by 
mutual Concurring to reſiſt and bathe the Aſ- 
laults of our Common Adverſary ; and laſtly, by 
our United Prayers and Devotions ( tho' not in 
the ſame exact Mould ) whereby a Bletiing from 
Heaven will be deriv'd upon us all. N 2 Shall 
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© Shall I ſreak my Judgment freely ? It i; d 
that our Church cannot be ſafe without the 
ber and moderate D:ſſenters, no more than the. 
can be without Us. We mutually help and gr. 
port each other, and if either of us fail, we bot 
fail. Therefore no Churchman or Diſſenter o 


| 

| 

ſober Thoughts can wiſh for, or endeavour the 1 
Ruin of eicher. I moſt ſincerely propound this 1 
out of that Reſpect and Affection I bear to ou: ' 
Church, the Church of England, and as I tende: 1 
her Safety and Welfare, I am myſelf convinced, WW « 
and I doubt not but I am able to convince other: ( | 
that ſhe cannot ſubſiſt long, if ſhe ſtands by her- n 
ſelf, for there is a Neceſſity of a Ballance in the 1 
Church as well as the State, and in Kingdoms and 00 
al ions. If both Parties among us did not p- ne 
one another, they would ſoon be wanton and 
Skittiſh, and the high-mettled Bigots on either cu 
Side would ſhew themſelves diſorderly, mut. to 
nous and unruly. If one of them ſhould ru! ly 
alone, they would be apt to tranſgreſs the Lav: for 
of Moderation, they would be prone to rin i- Bu 
to Exceſs and Tranſports. But when they ap- tic] 
pear together, they put a convenient Re{trun: Fa 
and Bridle on each other, and ſo reciprocall be- and 
friend one another, and conduce to their mu- ler 
tual Preſervation and Continuance. I have d- WM Ch 
liberately thought of this Matter, I may WW vhi 
without Vanity and Oſtentation I have throuz- be f 
ly ſtudied the Point; as the Reſult of it, I thin 4 
it may be pronounced that no Man's Inconfo- en. 
mity can induce him to deſire the Downfa! v 


the Church of England ; and on the other dite 
no Churchman who underſtands his own In! 
reſt, and that of the Church, can deſire the E. 


„ tirpation 


„ 


« tirpation of the ſober Non- Conformiſts. Vea, it 
is my Perſwaſion that the Church of England 
will be more firm and ſecure in this Way that 
have mentioned, than ſhe could in the other, 
' becauſe none will be ſo irrational and ſenſleſs as 
do injure that Body of Men which ſupports them. 
And the Church will ſtand upon ſure Ground, 
becauſe ſhe will now have a conſiderable Friend, 
that hitherto was as conſiderable an Adverſary. 
ud moreover, this may be truly ſaid, that our 
* Church will be more Entire, becauſe we ſhall 
then know who they are that embrace her Com- 
nunion out of a real Perſwaſion and Affection, 
who they are that conform out of Choice ; which 
could never be diſcerned if there were no Indul- 
gence to Diſſenters. 
Thus I have briefly ſuggeſted how, upon Se- 
F cular as well as Religions Accounts, we ought 
toacquieſce in a mutual Forbearance, and friend- 
ly to agree among ourſelves. Let us baniſh our 
former Heats and Animoſities, and make it our 
Lulineſs to unite in Aﬀerting the undoubted Ar- 
ticles of our Religion, in preſerving the Chriſtian 
Fach from being corrupted, and in believing 
and teaching what Chriſt and his Apoſtles be- 
lered and taught; which is the ſame that the 


be faid in Commendation of our Church. 

And I might further add, that we have no 
Reaſon to hate our Diſſenting Brethren, and to 
ok upon therm as Aliens, and to brand them 
Wl the Name of Schiſmaticks, becauſe none 


and Oele and à Spirit of Contra- 
(67 and Pride, . Beſides, 


- we —— 
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Church of England believe and teaches ; than 
waich nothing more honourable and great can 


* 


e this Treatment but ſuch as offend out of 


[ 92 ] 


* Befides, with particular Relation to the lde 
of theſe, 1 do not ſee how we can fairly || 
thoſe Sc! 1/naticks, whoſe Separation is allo, 4 
by the Laws. You will ſay, the Laws hae 
only ſuſpended the Penalty, but do no: a: 7555 
the Fact. I know this is commonly and vag 
ly ſaid, but can we think otherwiſe than hi 
our In elligent and Prudent Lawgivers r 
the Pumjbm:nt, becauſe they were ccavin ie 
that the Perſons on hom it uſed to be in. 
did not deſerve it ? Can we imagine chat ſo 5 
a Body of Men would do the former, wichen 
Conſideration of the latter? So that this Suſpen- 
fon 1s a virtual Allowance and Approbatin l 
tho' not a formal One. Therefore whatcic: 
Opinion and Thoughts we have concerning tl: 
D:iſjenters, how miſtaken ſoever we may think 
them to be: and how blameable otherw.{e, vt 
I can't pronounce them Schiſinaticꝶs. It © 
mere Jeit to ſay thoſe are Sch nog . 
the Reverend Fathers of our Church, as uche 
by the Temporal Lords, and by the Reels 
poten of the whole Nation, Clergy as way 
Laity, have been permitted to ſeparate iron 0 
Church with Impunity. We have all cor 
and we can't in Hynovr or Conſcienes go ba 
Yea, fince it is our voluntary Acc and Neel 

is Folly and Weakneſs to retract it, el/ec 
els { have ſuccintly ſhew'd that it cou 
to the Eſtabliſhment of our Church. 

Theſe are my Thoughts, and this is mY" 
545 ion, and I believe a great Number of 
Learne 1 and Pious Clergy concur with mc 
the higheit Thing th! it can be ſaid here ig 7 


| 5177 
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© We have it on her Royal Word. that She 707. 
| © oſroavs affedtionately Support and Conntenance the 
|« Church of England as by Law eftab/-/:d, and 
| « that She will inviclabiy maintain the Toleration. 
And this Noble Reſolution of her Majeity \ 
$ © conſented to, and arplauded by the Lords §piri— 
dal and Temporal, and the Honourable Com- 
EF mons of this Realm. There is no Man but 
WE © would be proud of ſuch ſubſtantial Abettors and 
EF Patrons as theſe that I have produced.” But to 
this let me add this Remark, "That the Dr. never 
thought She would have had ſuch Creatures about 
er, who could have prevail'd with Her to break 
E thorow this ſolemn Promiſe and Ingagement made 
Ein the fourth Year of Her Reign. 'The Dr. gocs 
Jon, and ſays, 
hut abſtracting from Authority, and the Sut- 
ftages of Others, I have with great Plainnels, as 
I promiſed the Reader, given him my own Ab- 
prehenſions in the preſent Matter; for it is our 
Felicity to live in a Free Age, and under a Prince 
and Prelates who act with all Freedom them- 
ſclves, and permit Others to do ſo. Wheretore | 
bare taken this Liberty, and I muſt tell the Rca- 
der, that I thought myſelf obliged in Conſcience 
do publiſh theſe my Conceptions on this Subject, 
becauſe I ſaw that both Parties continually burn 
3 in Hatred and ill Will againſt one another; and 
I tho' they are Fellaao Chri/tians, yet they behade 
hemſelves towards one another as if they were 
W «ans and Tnfidels, Wherefore I was willing 
offer ſomething to prevent this ſhameful Dit. 
der for the future. It is deplorable to obſerve 
} that ſome Dj enting Perſons are inclined to con- 
Lemm all that are of the Communion of our 
« Church, 


— 


* 
-- 


1941 
* Church, and ſuſpect the Goodneſs, Holineſ; 20 

Integrity of every One that conforms to ; 
Eccleſiaſtical Rites and Uſuages, and fo they pe. 
« petually bear an ill Will to them as they ate gt 
* that Communion. On the other Hand, there at. 
* ſome Conforming Perſons, who are inclined i 
© believe that all of the other Perſuaſion and Pra 
* tice are either very filly or ignorant, or elſe they 
are heady and perverſe, and act not out of Con. 
ſcience but Humour and Refractorineſs, ani 
ſometimes they give them over for Hyprcrits 
And thus we moſt ſcandaloufly reproach or: 
another, and even Religion itſclf. 

But I have propounded a Conſideration, t: 
© heal this vile Diſtemper, and cure us of our uu. 
* charitable Cenſures, Suſpicions, and Heart 
* burnings. Let us be perſwaded that we may 
* Bothof us, thro' tbe Mercy of God in Chri 
* Jeſus, meet together in Heaven, and theretur 
© let us agree upon Earth, I mean as to the Ne 
ceſſary Doctrines of the Holy Religion, ast 
Practical Godlineſs, and to Brotherly Afﬀection 
and Love, tho' as to ſome other Things we art 
* not Unanimous. ------ 

© This is all I have to ſay at preſent to the Ret 
der on this Head, and ſo I commend him 
the Divine Benediction. Now what th 

You of what this Good Man has ſaid. | 

Min. I am convinced of one Thing of wbict 

never was before; and that is, whenever I, er d 
Y my Brethren of the Clergy call the Diſt! 

chiſmaticks, or Hereticks, we do in that f, 
Face of the Three Eſtates of the Kingdom ; . 
is, King, Lords, and Commons: For as th! i 
leration Act was agreed on in Parliament, iti 
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-mſder'd as their voluntary Att; wherefore T hope 
I ſhall act with more Caution for Time to come. 
Dif. How glad ſhall I be, if all the reſt the Dr. 
has offer d may be bleſſed to the Conviction of 
| Multitudes of the Preſent Clergy ; but there's one 
Thing I obſerve, which is, that Thouſands of Di 
ners were never join'd to the Church of England; 
now as Schi ſignifies a Rent from a Body, how 
an they be ſaid to be rent away from that Body, 
to which they were never join'd: Think of this. 
Min. T proteſt I cannot fee but what the Dr. and 
Vu have jaid has ſome Weight in it; T ſhall take 
theſe Things more cloſely into Conſideration for tbe 
Time to come. 
| Dif. Glad am I to hear You ſay this: It chears 
| my Spirits to think, that ſuch an unworthy Worm 
| as I am ſhould be inftrumental in doing any thing 
W towards the Conviction of yours, or any Others 
Minds; for I think the Doctrines pleaded for to 
be Truths, or I would not have argu'd for them: 
can truly ſay before God I lye not. 
Min. I believe You are fincere in your Way, and 
therefore take it more kindly of You than I ſhould 
from another, that I thought was not ſo. 
Diſſ. 1 am glad to hear what You have ſaid: 
have one Thing more to leave with You before 
we part, and that is, I know there is not that 
hearty Concern on the Souls of the Miniſtry as 
there was in former Times; how did they la- 
bour in Publick and Private with their People, to 
bring them to a Senſe of their loſt, and undone 
õtate by Nature; but now this is laid aſide, and ac- 
counted Cant, or Enthufiaſm. Let's hear what that 
good Man Mr. Burket ſays to the People of his 
Charge: 7 muſt acknowledge my conſtant Preach- 
0 


ing 
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ing three Times a Week unto you befides occaſonoll. 
and V. ifiting as often as a populcus, and ſeatteriy 
Pariſh from Houſe to Houſe among you; which | 
have always accounted a moſt important Part of y 
2 74 But thus much I can truly ſay, that (x. 
neſtly imploring Divine Aſiſtance, I have dine ul 
T could. My Work has been my Recreation, and 1, 
Lord accept it, and ſucceed it. I hade lin jy 
this Pariſh twenty three Years, and never any Oy, 
of them that have taken on them the Charge «; ty 
Souls of the Pariſh, ever asked me, and I may (; 
| ſome Hundreds more, any one Thing concernin ti 
Welfare of their immortal Souls; but their Condud 
that 1 have, and ſlall give, will ſtand as d ſi 
Witneſs againſt them another Day: God grant ti 
this Thing may be laid on them by the Spirit 
Chrift with great Weight. * 

Look into the Conduct of that good Man Bi 
ſhop Beveridge, as he ſets it forth in his Fritat 
Thoughts +, how he acted in his Pariſh, Its 
enough to make your Hearis to ake, to think hoy 
| much You fall ſhort of his Conduct; for there ue 
| thouſands of You, who, if You get but the Flee, 
| care not for the Flock. I have heard ſome ct you 
own People, as you call them, ſay the fame; bu! 
they are either afraid, or aſhamed to tell You 
your Failings in this great and momentuous tial! 
and fo You, and they go on without any Conc! 
for theſe weighty Matters. But thai Man, vil 
has no Concern for his own Soul, cannot have 4! 
for the Soul of another. I ſhall give You but 0 
Inſtance more, which is of the Conduct of iht 
Eminent Minifter of Chriſt, Mr. Thomas I. 
worth; who, in his Remains , ſays as follows 

* Prcf. to his Expoſ. of the New Teftam. p. 147. ff. 7 
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To all the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Newing on 
Butts, in the County of Surrey, Grace and Peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


My Dear Pariſhioners, | 
OD is my Witnefs how the Salvation of your 


never-dying Souls is defired by me; if T could 


wt have compaſſionated you as Men and Women 
drawing near to that Tribunal, where you fhall 
| (within theſe few Days) receive your final Sentencc, 
ther to Everlaſting Happineſs or Torment, I had 
never been ſo earneſt and importunate with you in 
my Pulpit for your hearty Entertainment of the 
LLird Jeſus, in a ſincere Obedience to his Laws, and 
unſeigned Love of his Perſon and Benefits, as the 
only Way to Eternal Life; and if the ſame Love 
Lond Tenderneſs had not continued in me, I would 
er have ventur'd upon this toilſome, laborious 
irt of ſending for you Family by Family, to in- 
Brut you in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, thro 
bp bim cnly you expect to find Salvation, if God ſhall 
be pleaſed to make you as whllins a People to learn, 
js be has made me willing to ſpend, and be ſpent in 
lis Service of teaching you; I ſhall have Cauſe to 
praiſe him to my dying Day. 

The God and Father of our Lord Jeſus perſuade 


your Hearts to receive his Teachings of you in your 


b!mſelf in the Goſpel out of your Doors, which will 

re of more ſad and dreadful Conſequence to yottr 

halt than you imagine, Amen. - © 

vo prays One that unfeignedly loves you, and that 
15 etlling to ſacrifice Health, Strength, Eaſe, 

and all I have in the Service of your Souls. 

Thomas Wadſworth. 


Ulinifters; that you may not ſhut the Knowledge of 


| Now 


God grant they may all weigh this well, and fol. 


their People, and die unlamented ; which if right: 
ly look'd into is a dreadful Conſideration. I 


tor of Phy/ick in every Pariſh to look after the Bo. 


Now I deſire all Thoſe, who are Teacher: 1 other, 
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Now I ack, have they ever ſince that Time hat 
ſuch another? Or where is there ſuch another 


low his pious Example. 
How many of the Clergy live unregarded by 


me be permitted to ask this Queſtion, That were 
the Government to ſettle the like Salary on a Doc 


dies of All that live in it, and they were to ach 
them no more about the Welfare of their Bode 
than the Others do of their Souls; whether they 
would think they had a hearty Concern tor them! 


carefully to ſee that they behave as thoſe beſo: 
mentioned, as they will anſwer it to the [UG 
ETERNAL. So I bid You adieu for this Tin: 


F INI S. 
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